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WHY FAIRTRADE FASHION IS THE NEXT BIG 
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LESSONS IN FRIENDSHIP. Revd Tony Lynn conducted a marriage 'service' at Hampstead Norreys school 
to teach children about friendship and commitment. 'I was struck by the children's awareness of not just the 
jollity of a wedding, but the importance of friendship and the seriousness of marriage. They know what 
husbands and wives, mums and dads should do and be/ See page 3 



Churches pledge 
to take on ‘upjust’ 
asylum system 



CHURCHES in Reading have 
told the Government they will 
take direct action to prevent 
nine teenage asylum seekers 
from being deported back to 
Kosovo. 

Revd David Skinner, a 
Baptism minister, is leading a 
campaign to safeguard the 
youngsters, who arrived in 
Britain on their own four 
years ago aged 15 and 16. All 
are suffering from severe 
post-traumatic stress disorder 
and are extremely vulnerable. 

He says all of them have 
suffered appalling injustice at 
the hands of the asylum sys- 
tem, including being branded 
as liars. In almost all cases, the 
youngsters have no close sur- 
viving relatives after witness- 
ing the murder of their fami- 
lies during the Kosovan con- 
flict, but are still facing 
deportation back. 

The Home Office maintains 
that the youngsters will be 
offered treatment for their 
health problems when they 
return to Kosovo. 

But Mr Skinner said: ‘There 
is only one specialist unit in 
Kosovo for post-traumatic 
stress disorder and it is totally 
overwhelmed. If these young 
people go back, they will get 



no welfare support and will 
be left totally destitute.’ 

His church and others are 
helping to support the 
teeenagers while they are in 
Reading. 

‘The Home Office is leaving 
us no choice but to take direct 
action.’ He said no decision 
had been made about what 
form of direct action could be 
taken, but said he would not 
be attempting any kind of 
‘publicity stunt’ with the 
youngsters. 

‘These young men are far 
too fragile emotionally for 
stunts,’ he said. He has writ- 
ten to the immigration minis- 
ter to demand they look into 
the case, but has received only 
a ‘standard issue’ letter back. 

Churches Together in 
Earley and East Reading has 
also pledged to safeguard the 
youngsters, after hearing 
about their case. 

Simon Howard, Anglican 
priest in charge at Earley 
Trinity, said: ‘We are ready to 
support the youngsters in 
whatever way necessary. We 
are prepared to act against 
what is without a doubt an 
injustice. These young lads 
are trapped in an awful 
situation.’ 





BESLAN 

SCHOOL 



‘IT IS BEYOND 
BELIEF THAT SO 
CALLED HUMAN 
BEINGS COULD 
HAVE BEHAVED 
IN THE WAY 
THEY DID’ 
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A pilgrimage of 

UP to 500 folk took part in a 
Pilgrimage at Christ Church 
Cathedral to mark Racial Justice 
Sunday. The event commemorat- 
ed the 1000 years since re-found- 
ing of the Abbey Church after it 
had been burned down, mas- 
sacring the 600 Danes who had 
taken refuge inside. The pilgrim- 
age took people through parts of 
Christ Church which are usually 
closed to visitors. A cairn of 
remembrance was built in the 
Cathedral Gardens and the shrine 
of our patroness, St. Frideswide 
was beautifully decorated by the 
Cathedral flower arrangers, and 
pilgrims added to this with their 
own offerings. The event ended 
with a service in the Cathedral in 
the presence of many church and 
civic representatives, including 
people from our link dioceses 
(Kimberley and Kuruman and 
Vaxjo) and cathedral (Christ- 
church, New Zealand) and the 
Lord Mayor of Oxford. 

The Danish Ambassador 





From left to right: Ted Connew, joined in 1946; John Vickers, joined 
September 3 1939 and Bill Marshall, 1940. photo Frank Blackwell 
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repentance 



Pop Star and Bishop unite for Alpha 



received apologies for the atroc- 
ity as the service moved through 
repentance to rededication. A 
group of singers from Oval 
House in London added to the 
music of the Cathedral Choir 
and the singing of a new hymn 
by the congregation. Many 
found the events of the day 
exciting and moving. 

Marilyn Parry 
Director of Ordinands 

To mark the 1000th anniver- 
sary, Revd Simon Dickinson 
and his wife Charlotte (pic- 
tured right) completed a 20- 
mile pilgrimage from their 
home in Waddesdon to Christ 
Church Cathedral, Oxford. 
The walk took them two days 
taking a route which largely 
avoided roads in favour of 
footpaths and by-ways before 
joining the Old Road into 
Shotover Plain. Unhampered 
by two metal hips and a com- 
bined age of 130 years, they 

188 years of 
keeping the tune 

EARLIER this year we ran a 
piece about organist Brian Tidy 
who had played in his church 
for 50 years; this month we fea- 
ture 3 choristers from St 
Barnabas, Linslade, who 
between them have 188 years 
of choral experience! 

Bill Marshall joined the choir 
at the beginning of 1940 and 
John Vickers on the first 
Sunday after World War Two 
broke out. Both men also 
served on the PCC and Bill in 
his younger days was a bell- 
ringer. John is also editor of the 
Church magazine. 

Ted Connew has been 
singing in the choir since 1946. 



arrived at the Cathedral in 
time to join in the festivities. 
The sponsor money raised by 
the walk will go towards the 
Millennium Project to pro- 
vide much needed facilities at 
their home church, St 
Michael and All Angels, 
Waddesdon. 

Natalie Abbott 
Door editorial assistant 




Dorchester pilgrimage 

The next St Birinus Pilgrimage 
will be on Sunday, July 3rd 
2005.The Bishop of Reading 
will walk the 12 mile route 
from Churn Knob, above 
Blewbury and will preach at 
the Pilgrimage Service. 

Education Sunday 

Oxford Diocese Board of 
Education is keen to encourage 
Church Schools to link with 
parishes for special celebra- 
tions on Education Sunday, on 
23 January 2005. Further 
information and support mate- 
rial will be circulated to 
schools later in the year. Please 
contact 01865 308328 if you 
have any queries. 



POP Idol star Susanne Manning 
will join with the Bishop of 
Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen 
Cottrell, at an Alpha Banquet 
on 25 September. 

Susanne, from Reading, has 
attended a couple of Alpha 
courses and said: ‘I've been on a 
couple of Alphas and have first- 
hand experience of how enrich- 
ing an experience the course is 
even for someone like me who's 
been a Christian for years. I have 



THE Oxford diocese is respon- 
sible for administering school 
admissions appeals hearings 
for all its aided schools; last 
year a total of 263 hearings 
were held in Oxford and in 
other parts of the Diocese. 

Panel members can be either 
from an educational or non- 
educational background and 
although the work is volun- 
tary, travel expenses can be 



THE Kevin Mayhew series of 
concerts in churches is coming to 
the diocese, with concerts in St 
Mary’s, Banbury, St Nicholas, 
Newbury and Christ the 
Cornerstone, Milton Keynes 
from this month. 

Clarinettist Emma Johnson 



Prayer in the Home 

LIVING with Leadership is 
hosting an event for women 
married to leaders in local 
churches and other ministries 
on 5 October. Anita Cleverly, 
wife of Charlie, vicar of St 



seen over and over how Alpha has 
impacted people's lives, providing 
the catalyst for change and growth 
and totally turning people's lives 
around - in a GOOD way!’ 

Her faith has helped her survive 
her Pop Idol experience, she said, 
‘without that surety of knowing 
that God was with me in every- 
thing, and loved me the same 
whatever I would have come out 
with some sort of damage’. For 
more details call 0118 951 6705. 



paid and full training given. 
The next training seminar is in 
January 2005. 

If you can be available for 
one or two days a term, and 
would be interested to know 
more, do please telephone Val 
Coombs, Admissions Appeals 
Officer, on 07717 153837 or 
email: val.coombs@oxford. 

anglican.org who will be very 
pleased to hear from you. 



will be appearing in Banbury on 
23 September and Milton Keynes 
on 8 December. Solo percussion- 
ist Evelyn Glennie will appear in 
Banbury on 6 November and 
violinst Chloe Hanslip in 
Newbury on 16 November: For 
more details call 01449 737978. 



Aldate’s, Oxford, will speak 
on Prayer in the Home in 
New Hope Community 
Church, Reading. For details 
call Rachel on 0118 
9571585. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 



School admissions panels 



Concerts in churches 
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Bishop of Buckingham The Rt Revd Alan Wilson, 
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Archdeacon The Venerable Sheila Watson, Bede House, Paul's Hill, 
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OUR LADY'S 



founded in Abingdon in 1860 by the Sisters of Mercy 




CONVENT SENIOR SCHOOL 



Radley Rd, Abingdon; Oxon OX14 3PS 

for 400 Girls aged 11-18 

Tel: 01235 524658 

• caring Christian environment • chapel 
• scholarships 9 bursaries • high academic standards 
• superb ICT Suites and Sixth Form Centre 
• stunning user friendly library 
• large indoor heated swimming pool 
• extensive bus network 

OPEN EVENING 

Wednesday 6th October 

6 jo . 9 o»p m 

www.olcss.org.uk email: office@olcss.org.uk 

Why not visit us or telephone for a prospectus? 





News 



Lessons in friendship 
and faithfulness 

How do you teach children about marriage and commitment? Revd Tony 
Lynn decided to hold a mini marriage service with some primary school chil- 
dren in his parish to bring lessons to life. What started as a small idea took 
on elaborate proportions as the children and parents began enthusiastic 
preparations for a day of joy and celebration. 



BEFORE the service, the chil- 
dren and I talked about wed- 
dings and marriage, with the 
emphasis on friendship. The 
discussion inevitably raised 
issues of marriages that break 
down, friendships that end, 
separations that occur. What 
struck me was the wisdom 
and interest of all the chil- 
dren. They know what goes 
on in homes. 

Then came the day! 
Mothers in large flowery hats, 
fathers in suits and flowers in 




buttonholes, children in ever 
such smart clothing, some just 
a little too big! Ties, clean 
shirts, party shoes, brides- 
maids dresses, bright flowers 
all over the place. You would 
have thought it was a real 
wedding! The groom, Oliver, 
assured me he was not nerv- 
ous, but when the bride, Nell, 
appeared he did look a little 
sheepish! Nell and the brides- 
maids had spent part of the 
morning having their hair 
done professionally, and all 
looked stunning as they came 
down the aisle. 

In the service, we sang ‘He’s 
got the whole world in his 
hands’ and, at the end, 
‘Thank you. Lord, for this 
new day.’ There were vows of 
friendship and friendship 
bracelets exchanged by the 
happy couple: i give you this 
bracelet as a sign of our 
friendship’. Oliver and Nell 
then gave to each member of 
Form One a friendship 
bracelet. It was important that 
every child should feel valued 
and wanted on an occasion 
like this. 

Outside the church, senior 



pupils lined up to cheer the 
happy couple and the other par- 
ticipants, and all then walked to 
school for the breakfast: jam 
sandwiches (my favourite), 
peanut butter sandwiches, fresh 
fruit, a wedding cake, and 
toasts in lemonade. All this 
occurred in the most splendid 
gazebo, specially erected for 
such a jolly occasion. 

Alas! No honeymoon! Just 
‘Into the classroom now! Put 
your school clothes on, and let's 
do some work!’ And they did! 

It was wonderful how 
everyone, children, teachers, 
parents, entered into the spirit 
of the ‘wedding’. The children 
performed their allotted roles 
magnificently. And the recep- 
tion was delightful. But I was 
also struck by the children's 
awareness of, not just the jol- 
lity of a wedding, but the 
importance of friendship and 
the seriousness of marriage. 
They clearly know what hus- 
bands and wives, mums and 
dads should do and be. 

Revd Tony Lynn is team vicar 
of St Mary's , Hampstead 
Norreys, Berkshire 



Father - son rivalry sends 
Oxford out of cricket cup 



ONE day it had to happen. 
The long unbeaten run of the 
Oxford Diocesan cricket team 
in the ‘Church Times’ compe- 
tition came to an end on a glo- 
riously sunny day in 
Southgate when they were 
beaten by a powerful London 
team by 33 runs. The margin 
of the defeat fails to reflect the 
closeness of the game and had 
the luck went more Oxford’s 
way then the result would 
have been different. 

London batted first and start- 
ed slowly. Our fielding was 
sharp but somehow we failed by 
inches to effect a run out or two. 
There was some steady bowling 




t 





from Edward Hobbs and 
Andrew Wingfield-Digby and 
because of the quality of the 
pitch the total of 239 set by 
London seemed within the grasp 
of our talented batting line-up. 

A good start from captain 
Hugh White and Tim 

Bradshaw gave us the platform 
for a big score and despite los- 
ing star batsman 
Kingsley Went for 
nought there was 

much ground for opti- 
mism as Rob 

Humphreys began 
where he left off last 
year when he scored a 
hundred and runs 
flowed. Whether it 
L|g? was good bowling 



and fielding by London or 
fatigue catching up with our side 
who knows but just when we 
needed to push on for victory 
the runs started to dry up 
despite valiant efforts from 
Humphreys who scored another 
century the total was beyond us. 
Sadly what looked like becom- 
ing an exciting finish ended 
rather tamely with Oxford bats- 
men trying desperately to score 
quick runs and failing! One of 
those batsman was the writer of 
this article who had the great 
ignominy of being caught out by 
his own son. I shall have to 
change my will! 

Revd Tom Moffatt , area dean of 
Newbury pictured left with son 
Joe. Photos Judy Ward 




FAIR BLESSING: The Bishop of Oxford, Rt Revd Richard Harries, blessing St 
Giles' Fair which has been celebrated in Oxford for more than 150 years. Huge 
crowds turned up for the open air service conducted from the steps of the 
Galloping Horse Carousel, photo Frank Blackwell 




Give your Furniture 
a New Lease of Life! 

We otter specialist repair or full restoration to all 
your Wooden furniture, Upholstery, and Leather 
carried out in the home or in our workshops 



FumitwrePro’ 



• Cuts & rips repared 

• Surfaces refreshed of recontitoned 

• Cushions reHted 

• Spring, zips, castors, buttons replaced 

• Expert colour matching and ... much morel 



Pet damage repared 



Saruc&ra! repatrs 



YOU’LL BE AMAZED AT THE DIFFERENCE 
IT WILL MAKE TO YOUR HOME! 



For a free, no obligation quote, please call 0800 328 3671 



ECUMENICAL PILGRIMAGE 
TO WALSINGHAM 

Tuesday 8th-Friday 11th March 2005 
Organised by the Ecumenical Marian 
Pilgrimage Trust 

Roman Catholic, Anglican, Methodist and 
Orthodox (Greek, Russian and Coptic) 
leaders. 

Full details see: www.ecumpr-trust.co.uk/ 
or from the Revd Peter Marr 

Tel: 01752 228426 



Advertisement Feature 

New Stained Glass Window 

Monkton Combe Crucifixion window 




stainedglassak 

Commissions fir Restoration 

Ecclesiastical Specialists, Domestics h Commercial 

Medieval to contemporary trained artists 

Free quote & onsite visit with glass 
samples & sketch book for inspiration and 
design ideas with recognised artist Themis 
Mikellides. 

Photos of past works available. 

We work with antique sheet glass 

All techniques at our fingertips 
For all enquiries & interest contact: 
Themis Mikellides 0122S 311183 
Mobile: 07810 891775 
bathdquaglass@hotmatl.com 
Visit the studio at: 

The Glass House, 1-2 Orange Grove, 

Bath BA1 UP. 



The installation of the latest window at the Chapel of 
Monkton Combe Senior School was made by Themis 
Mikellides and his team at the Glass House in Orange 
Grove. 



The studio, which is in the shadow of Bath Abbey, was 
pleased to add this very important window to its list of 
installations. Using hand blown English sheet glass, every 
piece was carefully chosen to create a true definition of the 
design. The three crosses with a streaky vibrant blood red 
are the focal point of 
the window. 

Using hand blown 
sheet glass, as opposed 
to machine made glass, 
creates a vibrancy of 
colour. Machine glass 
tends to be flat and the 
touch of hand blown 
sheet glass is very 
different; it feels like 
silk when you run your 
hands over the surface. 

Working closely with 
the anonymous benefactors Themis confirmed each stage of 
the progress with them, thus interpreting their vision into 
this beautiful piece. The Chapel itself is a monument to war 
heroes of the First World War. The window is both 
representational of the Crucifixion and of the bravery of our 
war heroes who also have memorial crosses. 

The blue on the horizon of the window depicts the darkness 
over the land from the sixth to the ninth hour, when Jesus 
cried out, "my God, my God why have you forsaken me". 
This deep blue ascends to an almost dear glass and at the 
very top the hands of God ride over the whole window. 

The hill of Golgotha has a path leading to the crosses. All 
the detailed work has been painted on with badger brushes 
and fired onto the glass to create a rich vision. 




The simplicity of this 70 square foot window makes it 
contemporary and of our time, even though it is made in 
the true traditional manner. 
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People & places 





An all age ride and stride raises cash for historic churches 



CYCLISTS and walkers of all 
ages defied the weather forecast 
for this year’s ride and stride. 

The event was a success for 
all ages, with the Rector of 
Wootton, near Abingdon, John 
Cooper, organising a small 
scale children’s cycle ride 
around a playing field, with 



stops for each of the ‘churches’ 
in their team, represented by 
models (pictured top). Ian 
Macdonald, Diocesan youth 
adviser, (pictured bottom left) 
cycled round 34 churches in 
Oxfordshire and covered 61 
miles to raise money for the 
Historic Churches Trust. 



And Andrew Hayes, from 
Chilton took part on a 100 
year old bicycle, a 1904 
Humber (above right), raising 
over £300. He and Alan 
Lawrence cycled part of their 
way on the new Sustrans route 
which uses part of the ancient 
Icknield Way. 



Thornton 

Convent of Jesus & Mary 

GSA Independent Day & Boarding School for girls aged from 
4 to 16 & nursery for boys and girls from 2 l /2 to 4 years 



Just 8 miles from Milton Keynes & 5 miles from 
Buckingham of the A421 &A422 

01280 812610 

registrar@thorntoncollege.com 
www. thor ntoncollege. com 

Thornton, Milton Keynes MK17 OHJ 



Come & visit us 
on our 

Open Day 



GCSE 2004 
100% Pass rate 
97% 5+ A* - C 



21st October 

9.30am - 3.30pm 

Featured in ' The Times' Top Schools Listings 



Children journey through Labyrinth 



A LABYRINTH activity was 
held at Gorse Ride Infant 
School, in Finchamstead for 
years 1, 2 and 3. A theme of 
‘The Journey of Life was cho- 
sen which complemented the 
curriculum. 

At the start of the journey 
each of the children Was asked 
to draw around another’s foot, 
to encourage them to help 
each other along the way. The 
children then followed the 
path of the Labyrinth through 
7 zones; ‘birth’, ‘childhood’, 
‘choices’, ‘prayer’, ‘adult- 
hood’, ‘old-age’ and ‘celebra- 
tion’ with related activities. 

Each child carried a card- 
board candle with illustrations 
of the zones and they could 
stick a message on the candle 
after each one was completed; 
God made me, God cares for 



me, God helps me, God loves 
me, God knows me and God is 
always there for me. 

In the Prayer Zone they had 
the opportunity to light a can- 
dle and say a thank you prayer. 

A popular activity was the 
‘love tree’ in the Adult Zone 
where each child was encour- 
aged to write the name of 
someone they loved on a red 
heart and hang it on the ‘tree.’ 
We received an extremely 
positive response from the chil- 
dren; numerous enthusiastic 
thank you letters, as well as 
from parents and staff 
involved. It was a joy to work 
with the school in what we feel 
is a very worthwhile and fun 
way of witnessing to the way in 
which God accompanies each 
one of us on our life journey. 

by Kathie Sandie 



Cathedral Embroidery anniversary 



Past and present members and 
supporters came together to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of the Cathedral Embroidery 
centre. Working in the gallery 
above the south transept in 
the Cathedral, the embroider- 
esses give their time and 



expertise to create affordable 
Church textiles for the diocese 
and Cathedral. Examples of 
their work can be seen across 
England, Africa, America and 
Australia. Over 1,000 visitors 
have come over the years to 
see them at work. 




Altar cloth celebrates church year 




THE Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, 
Bishop of Reading had the 
pleasure of accepting and bless- 
ing a new altar cloth and stole 
at St. Mary’s Church in 
Wargrave. The church was full 
of children, parents and mem- 
bers of the community at a spe- 
cial service. 'This is a really 
important occasion,' said 
Reverend Pam Gordon. 'Jesus 
said we had to become like little 
children and these children are 



showing us the way.' 

Children and staff at The 
Robert Piggott CofE Infant 
School, Wargrave, worked with 
Pam on a combined art and 
spirituality project. A theme of 
‘On the Move’ incorporated 
moving on through the church 
year in colours and symbolism. 
Pupils visited the church to 
learn about the church year and 
the setting for the proposed 
altar cloth and stole. 



Gary Rowlandson 

MORE than 600 people 
attended the funeral of the 
Rector of St Leonard's Church, 
Chesham Bois, the Reverend 
Gary Rowlandson. Gary died on 
21 June after a short illness. The 
service was led by the Rector of 
Great Chesham, Revd Roger 
Salisbury, and there were 
poignant tributes from the Revds 
Lionel Osbom and Hugh Palmer. 

The Revd Chris Clare, a non- 
stipendiary minister for St 
Leonard's described Gary as a 
'gentle giant 7 . 

He was called to the 
Anglican Ministry in 1982 and 
trained at Oak Hill Theological 
College in Southgate. He 
served his first curacy at St 
James' Muswell Hill, and 
moved a few years later, to 
become vicar at Emmanuel 
Church, Northwood. 

Gary moved to Chesham 
Bois in 1993 where he became 
Rector of St Leonard's Church. 

In a prepared statement his 
family said, 'A special interest in 
marriage and family led to 
Gary’s involvement in both 
preparing couples for marriage 
providing support and encour- 
agement to help strengthen the 
bonds of love and affection. 

'For three years Gary was 
chairman of the marriage sec- 
tion of the Family Life and 
Marriage Education Group 
(FLAME) in Oxford Diocese. 

'Throughout his life he always 
had a heart for young people 
and evangelism, and a passion 
for pointing the way to Jesus/ 
Gary leaves his wife Diana, and 
two sons, Timothy and Andrew. 

Cutting Edge 
reflections 

On Friday 8 October there 
will be an opportunity to 
meet with others working in 
new areas of ministry and to 
learn together from our 
experiences. A time of 
shared reflection will be 
facilitated by Stuart 
Murray- Williams. We will 
also be joined by Steven 
Croft who will talk about 
Leadership in mission 
shaped church. Meet at Offa 
House in Leamington Spa 
beginning at 10am and fin- 
ishing at about 3.30pm. 

More information from 
01865 375541. 
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Eco-column 



Do you remember, not so many years ago, 
when we were told that we would have too 
much leisure time in the future. So far this has 
not been a problem for me, and I doubt that 
it is for you. We all seem determined to prove 
Parkinson's Law that work expands to fill the 
time available. This may not seem to be an 
environmental issue, but the quantity of pol- 
luting substances that we discharge each day, 
ranging from toxic chemicals to carbon diox- 
ide is directly related to the work done. 



There is sound advice in Scripture about tak- 
ing sufficient rest, and further advice about 
the need of the land to lie fallow. Perhaps in 
the 21st Century we should add the concept 
of giving the environment a rest; for we work 
as if there is no tomorrow, and if we keep up 
the pace there may not be. A calm look at our 
priorities may well show that we spend much 
of our lives in work that we do not enjoy to 
acquire material goods that we do not value. 
It is good that we should be self-supporting 
and work to help others, but a ruthless 
exploitation of the world's and our personal 
resources destroys both the environment and 
our relationships with others as they become 
less important than our work. Eco tip for the 
month - take it easy. 

Adrian Hopwood, chair of AChRE - A 
Christian Response to the Environment. 
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An all age ride and stride raises cash for historic churches 



CYCLISTS and walkers of all 
ages defied the weather forecast 
for this year’s ride and stride. 

The event was a success for 
all ages, with the Rector of 
Wootton, near Abingdon, John 
Cooper, organising a small 
scale children’s cycle ride 
around a playing field, with 



stops for each of the ‘churches’ 
in their team, represented by 
models (pictured top). Ian 
Macdonald, Diocesan youth 
adviser, (pictured bottom left) 
cycled round 34 churches in 
Oxfordshire and covered 61 
miles to raise money for the 
Historic Churches Trust. 



And Andrew Hayes, from 
Chilton took part on a 100 
year old bicycle, a 1904 
Humber (above right), raising 
over £300. He and Alan 
Lawrence cycled part of their 
way on the new Sustrans route 
which uses part of the ancient 
Icknield Way. 



Thornton 

Convent of Jesus & Mary 

GSA Independent Day & Boarding School for girls aged from 
4 to 16 & nursery for boys and girls from 2 ‘A to 4 years 



Just 8 miles from Milton Keynes & 5 miles from 
Buckingham of the A421 &A422 

01280 812610 

registrar@thorntoncollege.com 
www. thor ntoncollege. com 

Thornton, Milton Keynes MK17 OHJ 



Come & visit us 
on our 

Open Day 



GCSE 2004 
100% Pass rate 
97% 5+ A* - C 



21st October 
9.30am - 3.30pm 

Featured in ' The Times' Top Schools Listings 



Children journey through Labyrinth 



A LABYRINTH activity was 
held at Gorse Ride Infant 
School, in Finchamstead for 
years 1, 2 and 3. A theme of 
‘The Journey of Life was cho- 
sen which complemented the 
curriculum. 

At the start of the journey 
each of the children Was asked 
to draw around another’s foot, 
to encourage them to help 
each other along the way. The 
children then followed the 
path of the Labyrinth through 
7 zones; ‘birth’, ‘childhood’, 
‘choices’, ‘prayer’, ‘adult- 
hood’, ‘old-age’ and ‘celebra- 
tion’ with related activities. 

Each child carried a card- 
board candle with illustrations 
of the zones and they could 
stick a message on the candle 
after each one was completed; 
God made me, God cares for 



me, God helps me, God loves 
me, God knows me and God is 
always there for me. 

In the Prayer Zone they had 
the opportunity to light a can- 
dle and say a thank you prayer. 

A popular activity was the 
‘love tree’ in the Adult Zone 
where each child was encour- 
aged to write the name of 
someone they loved on a red 
heart and hang it on the ‘tree.’ 
We received an extremely 
positive response from the chil- 
dren; numerous enthusiastic 
thank you letters, as well as 
from parents and staff 
involved. It was a joy to work 
with the school in what we feel 
is a very worthwhile and fun 
way of witnessing to the way in 
which God accompanies each 
one of us on our life journey. 

by Kathie Sandie 



Cathedral Embroidery anniversary 



Past and present members and 
supporters came together to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of the Cathedral Embroidery 
centre. Working in the gallery 
above the south transept in 
the Cathedral, the embroider- 
esses give their time and 



expertise to create affordable 
Church textiles for the diocese 
and "Cathedral. Examples of 
their work can be seen across 
England, Africa, America and 
Australia. Over 1,000 visitors 
have come over the years to 
see them at work. 




Altar cloth celebrates church year 




THE Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, 
Bishop of Reading had the 
pleasure of accepting and bless- 
ing a new altar cloth and stole 
at St. Mary’s Church in 
Wargrave. The church was full 
of children, parents and mem- 
bers of the community at a spe- 
cial service. 'This is a really 
important occasion,' said 
Reverend Pam Gordon. 'Jesus 
said we had to become like little 
children and these children are 



showing us the way.' 

Children and staff at The 
Robert Piggott CofE Infant 
School, Wargrave, worked with 
Pam on a combined art and 
spirituality project. A theme of 
‘On the Move’ incorporated 
moving on through the church 
year in colours and symbolism. 
Pupils visited the church to 
learn about the church year and 
the setting for the proposed 
altar cloth and stole. 



Gary Rowlandson 

MORE than 600 people 
attended the funeral of the 
Rector of St Leonard's Church, 
Chesham Bois, the Reverend 
Gary Rowlandson. Gary died on 
21 June after a short illness. The 
service was led by the Rector of 
Great Chesham, Revd Roger 
Salisbury, and there were 
poignant tributes from the Revds 
Lionel Osborn and Hugh Palmer. 

The Revd Chris Clare, a non- 
stipendiary minister for St 
Leonard's described Gary as a 
'gentle giant 7 . 

He was called to the 
Anglican Ministry in 1982 and 
trained at Oak Hi! I Theological 
College in Southgate. He 
served his first curacy at St 
James’ Muswell Hill, and 
moved a few years later, to 
become vicar at Emmanuel 
Church, Northwood. 

Gary moved to Chesham 
Bois in 1993 where he became 
Rector of St Leonard's Church. 

In a prepared statement his 
family said, 'A special interest in 
marriage and family led to 
Gary’s involvement in both 
preparing couples for marriage 
providing support and encour- 
agement to help strengthen the 
bonds of love and affection. 

'For three years Gary was 
chairman of the marriage sec- 
tion of the Family Life and 
Marriage Education Group 
(FLAME) in Oxford Diocese. 

'Throughout his life he always 
had a heart for young people 
and evangelism, and a passion 
for pointing the way to Jesus/ 
Gary leaves his wife Diana, and 
two sons, Timothy and Andrew. 

Cutting Edge 
reflections 

On Friday 8 October there 
will be an opportunity to 
meet with others working in 
new areas of ministry and to 
learn together from our 
experiences. A time of 
shared reflection will be 
facilitated by Stuart 
Murray-Williams. We will 
also be joined by Steven 
Croft who will talk about 
Leadership in mission 
shaped church. Meet at Offa 
House in Leamington Spa 
beginning at 10am and fin- 
ishing at about 3.30pm. 

More information from 
01865 375541. 







Eco-column 



Do you remember, not so many years ago, 
when we were told that we would have too 
much leisure time in the future. So far this has 
not been a problem for me, and I doubt that 
it is for you. We all seem determined to prove 
Parkinson's Law that work expands to fill the 
time available. This may not seem to be an 
environmental issue, but the quantity of pol- 
luting substances that we discharge each day, 
ranging from toxic chemicals to carbon diox- 
ide is directly related to the work done. 



There is sound advice in Scripture about tak- 
ing sufficient rest, and further advice about 
the need of the land to lie fallow. Perhaps in 
the 21st Century we should add the concept 
of giving the environment a rest; for we work 
as if there is no tomorrow, and if we keep up 
the pace there may not be. A calm look at our 
priorities may well show that we spend much 
of our lives in work that we do not enjoy to 
acquire material goods that we do not value. 
It is good that we should be self-supporting 
and work to help others, but a ruthless 
exploitation of the world's and our personal 
resources destroys both the environment and 
our relationships with others as they become 
less important than our work. Eco tip for the 
month - take it easy. 

Adrian Hopwood, chair of AChRE - A 
Christian Response to the Environment. 





A Rector s tele. . . 



The faithful fundraiser: how a 
clergyman raised millions 



When John Crowe arrived as Rector of Dorchester Abbey back in 1987, he 
had little idea that he would find himself at the head of one of the largest 
fundraising projects for an individual church in the Diocese. Some 17 years 
on, he has raised £3.6 million with donations from the likes of Sir Paul Getty. 
Rebecca Paveley asked him, is fundraising now a crucial part of ministry? 



IN the commercial world, 
fundraising is highly valued 
and well paid job. In the 
Church it seems it is just one 
of the many skills now 
required of new incumbents. 

When John Crowe first 
came to Dorchester, he knew 
some work was needed on the 
Abbey but he had little idea of 
the enormity of the project he 
was taking on. His only 
fundraising experience in pre- 
vious parishes had been rais- 
ing money for overseas aid. ‘I 
knew, of course, that buildings 
like this always needed work, 
but didn't imagine how 
much.’ His first task was to 
try and save the guesthouse, 
which is now used for confer- 
ences, receptions and quiet 
days, as well as housing the 
ever popular tearooms. 

He went to see someone in 
the village who had experi- 
ence in public relations and he 
produced a brochure on the 
project. 

John says: ‘I knew we had to 
find a way of selling this as a 
project to people. I sent out this 
brochure and the £200,000 we 
needed came in, slowly. We had 
half of that in one lump sum 
from the late Sir Nigel Broakes, 
who gave the money in memo- 
ry of his mother. 

Shortly after that, in the 
early 90s, we had to have 
another appeal to do work on 
the East End of the Abbey.’ 

It was when John was away 
on holiday, and a priest came 
in to help, that the true scale 
of the work needed began to 
dawn on the congregation. 

‘We had an American priest 
who came to help out here 



and he was very enthused 
about the Abbey. He told us we 
should sit down and think hard 
about the abbey's future, and 
that we needed to raise 4 or 5 
million to do the work needed. 

‘Well, we thought that was a 
pipe dream. We knew we had 
to raise money for a proper 
heating system but we thought 
all the work we needed to do 
was raise £2.4 million. 

‘But it was his words that 
started us off. My aim was to 
make the building useable for 
the Diocese, for ecumenical 
worship and for charity use 
and as a focal point for tourists 

"Whoever succeeds him 
will have it made clear 
to them that fundrais- 
ing is part of the job 
description now 7 



and visitors and to show that 
the church is alive and not just 
an ‘old building’ there in the 
corner of the village.’ 

John drew together a com- 
mittee of people from the vil- 
lage who had skills in project 
management and contacts 
among people who could be 
persuaded to donate. 

Among those contacts was 
the late Sir Paul Getty, who 
gave £500,000. 

‘Members of the committee 
have been so successful partly 
because through their social 
connections they have had 
access to the sort of people in 
the Thames Valley who are 
able to give money. Lots of vil- 
lages don't have that.’ 

Other large gifts from indi- 



viduals - up to £1 million - 
have rolled in, from ‘people 
who like to keep quiet about 
their giving’, says John. And a 
large amount, in smaller 
sums, has come from villagers 
themselves. 

For a man who never planned 
to head up a massive fundrais- 
ing operation, John has ‘enjoyed 
the buzz’ he says, though he 
admits he can never remember 
the amounts that people donate 
and has to hunt through reams 
of paperwork to check the size 
of the Getty donation. 

But he admits too that the 
work has consumed a large part 
of his time in Dorchester and 
has been a hard slog at times. 

‘It did take up a lot of my 
time. The only way that I am 
easy in my conscience about it 
is that I have always regarded 
fundraising for a church like 
this as not being the main task 
for the congregation, their 
task is to practice Christian 
stewardship. That is what we 
have always done here.’ 

His retirement now leaves 
the job three quarter done but 
nevertheless, it is still time to 
go, he says. His successor now 
needs to raise up to £1.5 mil- 
lion to achieve the fulfilment of 
John's- and the village’s - 
vision. Whoever succeeds him 
will, he says, ‘have it made clear 
to them that fundraising is part 
of the job description now!’ 

He is satisfied with his 
achievements. ‘We haven't tam- 
pered with the Abbey's essen- 
tial beauty, that shines through- 
out. It remains a wonderful 
place, but hopefully now a 
slightly warmer and more wel- 
coming one.’ 




Congratulations to David Winter 
and his new wife Ros, who mar- 
ried in Dorchester Abbey on 4 
September. David is well known to 
Door readers through his column. 

We had 10 copies of his latest 
book, Making Sense of the 
Bible,to give away as prizes to 
those who answered the question, 
how many books are there in the 
Bible? The correct answer is of 
course 66. The winners are: Gill 
Whitten, Warborough, Graham 
Mercer, Camberley, Jim Horsnell, 
Wokingham, K. Barren, 
Caversham, Marcel le Williams, 
Wokingham, Patricia Napper, 
Sutton Courtenay, Oxfordshire, R. 
A. Jarrold, Chesham, Ruth 
Mackenzie, Old Windsor, Berkshire, 
Susan Richmond, Finchampstead, 
Donald Douglas, Holmer Green. 




Canon John Crowe in front of Dorchester Abbey, for which he spearheaded a fundraising 
drive which raised £3.6 million photo Frank Blackwell 




Crusaders is approaching a 
centenary year in 2006 and win be 

planning a “spectacular spectacular 5 ’ (as they 
say In the movies!). There is so very much to 
thank God for and we want everyone to be 
part of our celebrations. 

We are aware that there must be thousands of 
ex Crusaders with whom we have tost contact over 
the years... Will YOU help us to fktd them? 

If you are a 'missing one’ or you are able to help in 
sop^iway, or you know some^ii%ho used to he a 



Email: 

Season^Cnisaders.org.uk 



Or write to: 
Sharon Eason 
Crusaders 
Rest in House 
46 Crescent Road 



Computing Diploma 
via the Internet 



Gain an Oxford University 
qualification working from 
home via the internet. 



Taught in small tutorial groups 
and includes a summer school. 



See website or tel 01865 280762 
www.conted.ox.ac.uk/comp9 



OXFORD UNIVERSITY 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 



MIDWINTER 

TABLEWARE 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy 
Call: 

020 88884725 



FIRST DAY COVERS aid 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

( 01234)325531 



HUMS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 



Saturday 9 October 2004 

from 2.30p.m. 

RISC Centre 

35 - 39 London Street, 
Reading. 

JONATHAN BARTLEY, 

Director of "Ekklesia" - 
God has a political agenda 
- and it is a subversive one! 

Arranged by Librarians' 
Christian Fellowship, but all 
welcome. 

Details: Graham Hedges 

Tel: 020 8599 1310 

E-mail: 

secretary@librarianscf.org.uk 
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'I woke to hear Meryl Streep being interviewed about her latest film and more besides. Was this really a film star saying, 'I've 
been reading my New Testament and I have to ask which bombs would Jesus, our President's personal Lord and Saviour, have 
dropped on Iraq?' Rock on Meryl - if Arnold Schwarzenegger can be elected to public office why not you tool 

Read more of Janet Chapman’s trip to Willow Creek on www.oxford.anflican.org 
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Hedley’s ministry on the airwaves 



After more than 30 years in local radio, Hedley Feast is stepping down from his role as pre- 
senter of Sunday Breakfast with Radio Oxford. It is has been an immensely rewarding career 
which has formed an essential part of his ministry, he tells Rebecca Paveley. 




FOR thousands of listeners across 
Oxfordshire and beyond, Hedley 
Feast’s is the voice to which they 
wake each Sunday morning. His 
show, Sunday Breakfast, is one of the 
most popular on Radio Oxford, regu- 
larly drawing in up to 30,000 view- 
ers. Many of his listeners tune in as 
they get ready to attend their own 
church or place or worship; but for 
many others it is their only connec- 
tion with any form of worship, either 
because they are housebound or 
choose not to attend church. Still oth- 
ers, with no religious background or 
affiliation, tune into the programme. 

Hedley’s last broadcast on 3 
October will be felt keenly by all his 
viewers. It will bring to an end more 
than 30 years at Radio Oxford. 

He first became involved when local 
radio first started, back in the 70s. At 
the time he was a full time Baptist min- 
ister in Kings Sutton, near Banbury. 

‘I thought to myself this is a good 
medium which God could use and 
the Church could use for the commu- 
nication of the Christian gospel so I 
joined up to one of the BBC’s audi- 
ence panel. It was noticed I was inter- 
ested in sport, so I started first cover- 
ing local football matches. It was 
some years later before I became 
involved in the religious output.’ 

When Sunday Breakfast first start- 
ed, it was recorded on Friday nights. 
Hedley had by then moved to 



Holmer Green in Buckinghamshire 
and used to come down two or three 
times a week to prepare the show. 

‘We’d start at seven which invari- 
ably meant 8 and go at it with tape 
and razor blades. More than once 
I’ve finished very late and its been 
past midnight and I’ve just got home 
and into bed when the producer 
would ring and say, the second part 
hasn’t recorded properly and I’d have 
to drive all the way back to Oxford 
to do it again and try and sound 

X I have always considered 
myself firstly as a minister and 
not a broadcaster, my BBC 
work has to me been just a 
dimension of my ministry 7 



bright and breezy!’ 

Now the show is put out live, his 
alarm clock goes off promptly at 3am 
- the one thing he won’t miss when 
he leaves, he tells me! 

‘I have always considered myself 
firstly as a minister and not a broad- 
caster, my BBC work has to me been 
just a dimension of my ministry. 

‘It has given me far more than I 
have given it. It has opened doors and 
windows on so much for me and I 
have met so many wonderful people. 

‘One of the most noticeable inter- 
views I’ve done was meeting Lord 



Tonypandy in the house of Lords, 
George Thomas. He recorded three 
or four Lent pieces for us and showed 
me round the Lords. He was a very 
humble man, a very Godly man. 

‘David Winter is one of my 
favourite guests. I knew I could 
always phone him up, sometimes at 
late notice, and ask him to speak on 
something or other. And Michael 
Chantry, who died last year, was a 
great friend. He was chaplain to 
Hertford College and Oxford United 
and he used to do our Sunday reflec- 
tions, he even did them right up to 
the week he died. In fact he had writ- 
ten the one for the Sunday after he 
died, and I read it out for him. 

‘Chris Lambrianou, one of the 
Kray gang, who lives in Bicester was 
a great person to interview. He was 
very evangelical, very committed. He 
converted in prison but Michael 
Chantry had been his ‘guardian 
angel’ since he left jail. He had some 
very moving stories to tell. 

‘I have heard so many moving sto- 
ries from people, stories of loss and 
bereavement. It is through these sto- 
ries that I feel at times that God is 
talking through people, helping them 
offer up very vivid testimonies.’ 

His dedication pays off not just in 
his audience figures but in apprecia- 
tion from viewers which leads some 
of them to supply him with cake to 
eat through his show. He tells me to 



mention Greta and Gerald in 
Longworth who regularly make him 
chocolate cake to keep him going 
through the morning. 

Sunday Breakfast is a careful mix 
of hymns, testimonies and light inter- 
views. Hedley says he structures the 
show to allow it to be a service of 
worship for those who can’t get out 
to church. 

‘Angela and Graham, who man the 
phones, know there are many people 
who listen just for friendship. They 



get calls at 5am from people who just 
want to talk - and counselling isn’t 
too strong a word for the service they 
offer. They prove what I believe - 
that radio is a family, that broadcast- 
ing is a ministry’. 

Listeners will be glad to know that 
Hedley isn’t disappearing altogether 
and will still be heard occasionally 
reporting on Sunday mornings for 
Radio Oxford. And he will remain as 
free church chaplain at the John 
Radcliffe hospital in Oxford. 




Choices to make? Feeling stuck? 

I am a trained personal coach with a background 
in ministry training in Oxford Diocese, and offer 
a 4-session coaching programme that can help 
you discern your next step. 

Dr Anne Borrowdale 01865 432915 
email: anne@anneborrowdale.co.uk 
www.anneborrowdale.co.uk 



All Saints’ Parish Church, Sutton 
Courtenay nr Abingdon, Oxfordshire 

Seeks to appoint an 

ORGANIST AND 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Who will relish the opportunity to develop 
the musical life of this welcoming and 
supportive Church with a loyal SATB choir 
both Junior and Adult members and 
Music Group. 

Weekly Sunday morning Eucharist (1st 
Sunday Family Service), monthly Evensong 
and weekly choir practice. 
Two-manual organ with quasi-baroque 
tracker system. 

RSCM rates and fees for weddings and 
funerals. 

Please contact the Churchwardens, either 
Mrs Mary Warrington: 

01235 847346 

or Mrs Pat Napper: 

01235 848292 



a 

Christingle 

Shining light into darkness 







shine 



before all people ... 

Matthew 5:16 



Shine a light into young lives with Christingle - the fun family service 
everyone wants to be part of. 

Your service will make a vital contribution to our work, helping us to give 
the 1 00,000 children who run away from home each year somewhere safe 
to go and someone sound to talk to. 

For more information, register for your free resource pack online at 



www.chrlstingle.org or call 0845 300 1128 
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The children of Beslan 



The thought of 
what the children of 
Beslan went 
through is unbear- 
able; and the grief 
of the parents and 
others who mourn 
must be terrible. It 
is beyond belief that 
so called human beings could 
have behaved in the way they 
did. The world is indeed in a 
terrible state. 

In the current struggle 
against terrorism, it is crucial 
to bear in mind that terrorism 
as a tactic is only part of a 
wider strategy which is pri- 
marily political. The aim of 
the A1 Qaeda network is to 
push the Americans out of 
Saudi Arabia and establish an 
Islamic Ummah. The aim of 
the terrorists in Chechnya is 
to achieve independence for 
their country and so on. The 
political aims of the terrorists 
can only be achieved if they 
gather support among those 
in whose name they terrorise. 
This will depend on how deep 
and persistent are the griev- 
ances of that constituency 
and the effectiveness of peace- 
ful means to address them. 
The situation is parallel to 
that of the guerrilla groups 
just after the Second World 
War. The purpose of those 
was not to win great military 
victories which, of course, 
they could not have done, but 
to stay in existence long 



enough and be 
enough of a nui- 
sance until the 
political strategy 
was won. The 
political strategy 
in so many 
countries was 
won because the 
people wanted an end to 
imperialism and their 
independence. 

That is the wider context 
which must never be forgot- 
ten. Within that, the crucial 
factor is good intelligence. 
Intelligence, which was highly 
developed and effective dur- 
ing the Cold War, is now, in 
much more demanding cir- 
cumstances, clearly at a some- 
what underdeveloped stage. 

Then there will be occa- 
sions when carefully targeted 
proportionate military force 
will be necessary. 

Terrorism must be defeated 
and given my first point, the 
Church has an important role 
to play, building bridges to 
Muslim communities, creat- 
ing trust and addressing griev- 
ances. It is good that in so 
many towns in this diocese 
with Muslim communities, 
good relationships are being 
established. Sometimes there 
has been a powerful symbolic 
expression of this, like the 
recent Christian, Muslim and 
Jewish peace walk in Oxford. 
We all need to continue to 
work at this. 




October appointments 



Heavenly creatures or furry friends? 

As we get ready to celebrate the life of St Francis of Assisi on 4 October, Alison 
Webster asks: what is the point of animal blessings services? 



Revd David Colby (PMO), to be 
Acting Area Dean, Vale of the White 
Horse; Revd Ian Cooper, Rector, 
Bushey, to be Team Rector in the 
Witney Team Ministry; Revd Antonia 
Cretney, Rector, Beedon & Peasemore 
with West Isiey and Famborough has 
resigned; Revd Canon John Crowe, 
Team Rector, Dorchester Team 
Ministry and Incumbent, Benifice of 
Warbonough, is to retire; Revd Tony 
Cumberiidge, Deputy Assistant 
Chaplain General, Royal Army 
Chaplain Dept, to be Priest-in-charge, 
Lamboum; Eastbury with East 
Garton; Revd Derek Duncanson, 
Vicar, St Mary the Virgin, Boongate, 



Peterborough, to be School Chaplain, 
Heathfield School, Ascot, Berks; Revd 
Anthony Fothergiil, retired Priest, has 
died; Revd Nigel Hawkes, Assistant 
Curate, Chase Benefice, to be Assistant 
Curate in the Chipping Norton Team 
Ministry; Revd Richard Harrison, 
Rector, Shill Valley & Broadshire, to be 
School Chaplain, Uppingham School, 
Rutland; Revd Katie Jones, NSM at 
Sutton Courtenay with Appleford has 
resigned; Revd Mike Morris, Assistant 
Curate, St. Paul's Tupsley with 
Hampton Bishop, to be Team Vicar, 
Servant King, Furzton in the Watling 
Valley Team Ministry, Milton Keynes. 
continued on page 9 



"OUR Master who art in doggy 
heaven, bow-wow be thy 
name.’ So began a predictable 
journalistic parody of Andrew 
Linzey’s 1999 book, ‘Animal 
Rites: Liturgies of Animal 
Care’. By contrast, an enthusi- 
astic reviewer of this book on 
Amazon says ‘I’m sure there 
are some who’ll say that ani- 
mals don’t have souls... but I 
for one think that animals do 
go to heaven. If they don’t, I 
don’t want to go either.’ 

The world divides into ‘ani- 
mal lovers’ and ‘animal indif- 
ferents’. In church, this is the 
time of year when the former 
group gets to express its grati- 
tude to God for our furry 
friends. As someone who is 
allergic to airborne particles of 
any kind, you can guess which 
camp I fall into. Don’t get me 
wrong: it’s not that I dislike 
animals (I was brought up 
with black Labradors, and to 
this day some of my best 
friends have dogs and cats). 
It’s just that I don’t want to 



share a home or my bed with 
one. Antihistamine-induced 
prejudice aside, though, what 
on earth are pet services for ? 

Undeniably, they have mis- 
sion potential. It may have 
stretched credibility somewhat 
that Geraldine Grainger’s ani- 
mal service in Dibley caused a 
motorway tailback, but I’m 
sure these events bring unlike- 
ly new people into the orbit of 
the church. If only for an hour. 

But do animal services have 
any theological bite (sorry)? 
The problem with a focus on 
domestic pets, it seems to me, 
is that it reinforces rather than 
subverts the central ethical 
problem. That is, our tenden- 
cy to create animals in our 
own image, and to value them 
simply for what they can do 
for us. They give us warmth, 
companionship, and comfort. 
They don’t protest when we 
lavish them with love, or 
when we romanticise and 
anthropomorphise them. But 
what about those other crea- 



tures out there: the ones that 
aren’t a product of human sci- 
entific ingenuity and design 
(after all, there’s not much 
that’s ‘natural’ about virtually 
leg-free sausage dogs or virtu- 
ally flesh-free chihuahuas)? 
These are the creatures that 
would eat us, given half a 
chance, or sting us, or suck 
our blood and give us nasty 
diseases. But they can also 
overwhelm us by their beauty, 
majesty and mystery as we 
observe them simply ‘being’ in 
the wild. Being strange and 
‘other’. Being animal. If 
yoO’ve ever seen a giraffe, an 
elephant or a lion in the wild, 
you’ll know what I mean. It’s 
ironic that whilst we bless our 
pets, we are wiping out count- 
less species at an alarming rate 
and damaging, perhaps 
beyond repair, our planet’s 
delicate biodiversity. 

And I can’t help but set the 
church’s willingness to bless 
domestic pets against its 
refusal to bless loving gay rela- 
tionships. Does this maks me 
‘speciesist’, prioritising human 
love for human over human 
love for animal? Perhaps. But 
aren’t we all? If I had £1 for 
every animal I see, much to my 
distress, smeared over the road 
on my eighty-mile round-trip 
to work most days. I’d proba- 
bly earn more than my salary. 
Foxes, deer, badgers, rabbits, 
hedgehogs, and other unidenti- 
fiable critters litter the various 
A and B roads I use on my 
cross-country trek. Yet even 
animal rights fundamentalists 
don’t protest against 
motorised transport (at least 
not to my knowledge). Not 
many of us, it seems, have a 
problem with the assumption 
that human convenience is 
worth more than (certain 
kinds of) animal life. 

The ethical issue is not so 



much whether we should be 
speciesist at all, but what are 
the most acceptable ways of 
being speciesist? Rescuing ani- 
mals before children in a crisis 
situation would rightly be con- 
sidered outrageous, but not to 
bother rescuing them at all if 
such were possible would 
be unworthy of us. 
Accidentally killing an animal 
on the road is a distressing and 
regrettable experience - but 
deliberately to mow down an 
animal with one’s vehicle for 
fun is entirely reprehensible. 

Recent debates about 
Huntingdon Life Sciences and 
the precarious funding situa- 

x Whilst we bless our 
pets, we are wiping out 
countless species at an 
alarming rate' 

tion of the proposed new lab- 
oratory near Oxford remind 
us that such considerations are 
far from abstract. Anti-vivi- 
section fundamentalists join 
other fundamentalists the 
world over in harassing, abus- 
ing and even destroying human 
beings for ‘a greater cause’. In 
this case what they consider to 
be the welfare of animals. 
Most people find their activi- 
ties extreme and unreasonable. 
Yet the debate they promote 
about the ethical treatment of 
animals is a legitimate one: 
what are appropriate bound- 
aries and ethical limits? 

Perhaps that, after all, is 
what pet services are for: to 
encourage us to take stock of 
our ethical relationship to ani- 
mals: domestic, wild, and 
those in-between, and to 
assess whether it is all that it 
might be. 

Alison Webster is Social 
Responsibility Adviser to the 
Diocese of Oxford 




Do animals really belong in church, even once a year? 
I photo by Raymond Lea 
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mwf launches new 

music and worship training days 

Music & Worship Foundation presents its all-new Regional Training 
Programme, featuring two practical training days at locations across the 
country Awesome and Intmuie anti Worship Without WaKs 

Leaders include Paul Field, Roger Jones, Geraldine Latty, John Leach, 
David Peacock, Steve Thompson, Stuart Townend, Geoff Weaver, and 
other leading names across the worship spectrum. 

Each training day will contain a range of workshops for church leaders, 
music leaders, singers and instrumentalists, and will take place on 
Saturdays in six regions across the country - North West, North East, 
Midlands, East Anglia, South West and South East - so nobody should 
be too far away from one! Each day runs from 10.00am to 4.30pm, 
with seminars, practical workshops and resources available during the 
day. 

Awesome and Intimate aims to enable participants to experience and 
express a healthy balance of both the nearness and "otherness" of God 
in worship, using a mixture of seminar, discussion, improvisation, worship 
zones and other creative approaches. Worship Without Watts will 
inspire and equip delegates to use their music and worship gifts and 
skills to build the community of God both in and outside the church 
building. The morning explores event evangelism, e.g. musicals, jazz caff, 
concerts. The afternoon is devoted to worship evangelism, exploring how 
worship can play a key role in drawing both those inside and outside the 
church nearer to God. 

These events are expected to be popular, so early booking is advised. 

Full details for Awesome and Intimate and Worship Without Walls are 
available from: Heidi Longworth, mwf Regional Training Administrator; 
47 Chiltem Park Avenue, Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire HP4 1EX. 
t/f: 01442 878114 e: heidi@mwf.org.uk w: www.mwf.org.uk 



SAVE UP TO 




Print up to 130 copies per 
minute using the Riso printer 



For more information call 
APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

023 8033061 1 

& 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT LTD 
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Risograph Digital Printers 

APPLE Office Equipment have been servicing and selling 
these machines for over 12 years and have seen an 
enormous expansion of this printing process. 

"There are currently 1,000's of churches and schools in 
the UK using the Risograph Digital Printer. 

"The Risograph Digital Printer will save you up to 80 per 
cent on traditional copying costs, and can produce letter 
headings, compliment slips, every day copying and printing, 
even your own magazines and newsletters. 

"The Risograph has no copy charges, no minimum 
billings, uses no heat and can print onto paper, cards, 
envelopes, labels, carbonless NCR and recycled paper, all at 
130 copies per minute. 

"Of equal importance is the benefit to your photocopier, 
with its life being prolonged by running only originals that 
require less than 12 copies. 

"Just 15 minutes of your time will demonstrate the 
reasons why 1,000's of churches and schools do say that 
the Risograph is without equal." says Nigel Page of 
Apple Office Equipment. 

New and refurbished R ISO's and photocopiers always 
available. 

For further information contact: 

Apple Office Equipment on 02380 330611. 
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to the editor 



Facing up to our fear 




FEAR. God’s perfect love is sup- 
posed to cast it out - but it has a 
habit of gnawing at the gut, and 
obsessing the mind. There are many 
kinds of terror. The unseen attacker 
lurking in the undergrowth or alley- 
way, ready to pounce, is one sce- 
nario that probably plays in many 
an imagination. According to the 
Oxford Mail a higher proportion of 
people are afraid to go out in the 
evenings in Didcot than in any 
other town in south Oxfordshire. 
‘In 33 years of seafaring.... I did not 
encounter the marauding gangs of 
drunken vandalising youths as we 
now have in Didcot’. So said one 
retired merchant seaman when 
asked for his reaction to the survey 
that had revealed the frightening 
findings. 

Then there’s unease prompted by 
those who live outside traditional 
rules and regulations. The Bucks 
Free Press reported in August that 
Landlords in High Wycombe lost 
thousands of pounds of trade as 
they closed their doors for three 
days, after fearing Irish Gypsies 
would cause trouble in their pubs. 
One of the pub’s owners was 
adamant that they ‘kick off and 
upset the locals’ but denied the gyp- 
sies’ accusations that he was racist; 
‘I am not racist at all, ’he responded. 
A lot of my staff are Irish.’ 

Both examples express genuine 
concerns and understandable reser- 
vations and I would not wish to 
minimise either. However, I am 
always intrigued by my own fearful 
responses to people, places, or situ- 
ations. I often wonder what it is in 
me that finds another individual or 
circumstance so unpalatable. I 
don’t want to condone anti-social 
behaviour but sometimes a terror of 



the ‘other’ or the unfamiliar takes 
on a life of its own, and wreaks 
havoc with my fantasy life. I 
become paralysed; scared of the 
adolescents who appear loud and 
proud on my street, because I am in 
my 40’s and they are unfathomable 
teenagers; in other words they 
remind me of my own mortality. 
Or I feel myself irritated, by the 
beggar on the street asking for cash, 
which must, I rationalise, be for 
drugs. His presence reminds me of 
my own vulnerability and those 
hidden addictions I would rather 
not own up to; and I hurry on 
without establishing eye contact. 

Christ’s determination to love the 
‘other’, meant he interfaced with so 
much unloveliness. He accepted the 
whore, the criminal and the leper 
because they were human, and 
therefore loved and made by the 
Father. He loved them out of their 
shame and despondency. I too, long 
to be ‘unshamed’; and as I continue 
to learn something of God’s regard 
for me, the dark secrets I hold lose 
some of their power and I can 
begin to find relief. Isn’t that what 
so many of us desire? 

Or do we all simply want to be 
blonde? The Evening Post revealed 
that 4 out of 10 women in the UK 
are fair haired; but the bottle’s the 
source rather than natural genetic 
selection. I am a highlight obses- 
sive. I don’t want subtle I want 
obvious. I wish the Creator could 
revise the hair colour chart. I would 
have an urgent personal request. 
Please take out ‘mouse’ it’s not a 
good look. • 

Clare Catford presents BBC 
Radio Berkshire's Sunday 
morning programme 



Parish boundaries; cartoon soundtracks; faith in culture 



Cathedral and 

Diocese 

I RECENTLY paid my first 
visit to the Cathedral with 
the special ticket allowing 
entry as a worshipper in 
the Diocese. As anticipated 
it was an enriching experi- 
ence in every way. 

However I noticed there 
was hardly anything about 
the Diocese at large in the 
Cathedral or in the various 
guides that were available. 
Hardly anthing until I 
arrived in the shop, where 
behind a counter and 
almost hidden was a splen- 
did map of the Diocese 
with all the Parishes 
marked and all the Rural 
Deaneries with their bound- 
aries. It was a fascinating 
publication (although I 
could not see it very well 
because of its position). 

Could this very worth- 
while map not be placed in 
the main concourse of the 
Cathedral, say on an easel 
someplace? I visited Truro 
Cathedral recently and a 
similar publication is on 
display that was attracting 
much interest and, I don’t 
think it was as well illus- 
trated. 

I quite accept your visi- 
tors are more numerous 
and international in make 
up than may visit Truro. It 
could also be that Truro 
being more remote attracts 
more people from their 
Diocese. But is that not 
what Christ Church are 
trying to do as well ? 

I am quite sure many vis- 
itors of all types would 
find information about 



how the Cathedral func- 
tions as the centre of its 
Diocese very interesting 
and worthwhile. 

Raymond Short 

Gerrards Cross 



Credit where credit’s 
due 

ALED Jones may indeed be 
‘best known as the child 
singing sensation whose 
voice soared to magical 
heights in the television 
adaptation of Raymond 
Briggs' tale, The Snowman’ 
(September, DOOR page 5) 
but, alas, he is known for 
something he never did. It 
was Peter Auty who sang 
‘Walking in the Air’ on the 
cartoon soundtrack; Aled 
Jones made the hit record. 
Tim Edmonds 
by email 



Faith in Culture 

HOW will the local com- 
munity know about church 
or our faith unless we tell 
them? 

In Maidenhead, church- 
es are represented in the 
Royal Borough of Windor 
& Maidenhead Local 
Strategic Partnership (LSP) 
which brings together all 
strands of the community; 
local authority, housing 
associations, police, volun- 
teer bureau and more. 
Through Churches 
Together in Maidenhead a 
‘Churches and Social 
Action, Community Audit’ 
was recently carried out 
covering 20 churches in 
Maidenhead and presented 
to the LSP at meetings in 
April 2004. 



Only activities that 
actively provide services to 
non-church members of 
the community were 
included. The aim was to 
find out the key social 
needs in the area, the way 
in which the local churches 
are already working to 
meet those needs and 
where future projects and 
co-operation with other 
bodies are necessary or 
desirable. 

Some interesting facts 
came to light: more than 
520 individual church 
members are involved with 
48 local voluntary organi- 
sations; church buildings 
are used by over 46 named 
organisations on a weekly 
basis for secular communi- 
ty activity; and churches 
across the town are 
involved in over 100 sepa- 
rate projects aimed at 
meeting social and com- 
munity needs. Time com- 
mitted to these church 
projects total over 2000 
man hours a month and 
95% of the projects are 
funded by the churches 
themselves. 

The response from the 
LSP and all its participat- 
ing bodies has been very 
positive - they were gener- 
ally unaware, for instance, 
of the number of lunch 
clubs for the elderly, parent 
& toddler groups, youth 
clubs and work with 
homeless and addicts that 
are carried out by the local 
churches. 

If churches would like a 
copy of this report and/or 
the questionnaire that was 



used, please contact me on 
pat@symhouse.freeserve.co. 
uk. 

Pat Symons 

Churches Together in 
Maidenhead 



Bishop Wilberforce 
AS I have done quite a lot of 
work on Bishop Wilberforce 
and his clergy in the archdea- 
conry of Berkshire, I was fas- 
cinated to see the photo- 
graph in the September edi- 
tion of The Door. I was par- 
ticularly interested to see 
that the query was 
addressed to, and the key 
provided by James Leslie 
Randall, first Bishop of 
Reading, whose father, 
Archdeacon Randall, was a 
close friend of Wilberforce's 
and appears in the photo- 
graph. He was himself very 
busy in the diocese for many 
years and if he was unable to 
identify certain people I 
fear there is not much hope 
for the rest of us! 

Sabina Sutherland 
Senior Archivist 
Berkshire Record Office 



Doing nothing 

Re: the Bishop of Reading’s 
article ‘Go on, Do noth- 
ing!’ (June 

Door/www.oxford.angli- 
can.org/door). 

I have been having the 
same sentiments about this 
theme recently, sensing that 
God really does make him- 
self known to us in times of 
rest and 'nothingness' - it 
was a refreshing article to 
read! 

Catherine Lemmon 

Oxford 



October appointments 
continued 

Revd Canon Charles Parry, 

Senior Assistant Minister, 
Hornchurch St Andrew, to be 
Associate Vicar, The Cookhams, 
Maidenhead & Windsor; Revd 

Roger Salisbury, Team Rector of 



Great Chesham and Area Dean of 
Amersham Deanery will be step- 
ping down as Area Dean of 
Amersham; Revd Hazel Scarr, 

Curate, Adderbury, has been 
licensed as Associate Priest 
(NSM), Chase Benefice and 
Ascott under Wychwood, 



Chipping Norton; Revd Anthony 
Rustell, Curate, Oxford $t 
Barnabas and St Paul, to be 
Priest-in-charge, North Hrnksey 
and Wytham; Revd Leonard 
Warriner, Honorary Assistant 
Curate, Chalfont St Peter, has 
died; Revd Hilary Watkins, NSM 



of Appleton and 
Besseisleigh, Abingdon Deanery, 
to be Assistant Priest, Spaxton 
with Chariineh, Goathurst, 
Enmore & Aisholt; Revd John 
Wynbume, Team Rector in the 
Beaconsfield Team Ministry, to be 
also Area Dean of Amersham 



ORGANIST WANTED 




ORGANIST 


Full-time organist required to replace our organist who is 




Committed Christian 


retiring after 32 years. 




and MA, FRCO 


Rural parish with 3 churches - Wootton, Glympton and Kiddington. 




is available to deputise at 


A combination of traditional and contemporary hymns. 




short notice, including 


Please reply to: Mrs Olivia Urquhart, 




weddings and funerals. 


PCC Secretary, c/o Estate Office, 




Wide experience : 


Glympton, Woodstock, Oxon 0X20 1AH 




reasonable fee 


ourquhart@glympton.com (01993 813525) 




Tel: (01993) 813933 




Sheltered Housing at 
West Court Banbury 

West Court is a friendly, modern development of one 
bedroom flats adapted to meet the practical needs of older 
men and women and within walking distance from a variety 
of amenities. Each flat is centrally heated with a lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom and either a single or a double person bedroom. 

The scheme is run by Methodist Homes Housing Association, and a Manager 
provides general support throughout the week and there is an offsite emergency call system 
outside of these times. West Court is not just for Methodists however, applications are welcomed from any 
older person in the community (from the age of 55 years upward), and who feel that living in a secure 
environment will meet their future needs. 



Facilities include a large communal lounge and a laundry room and there is a guest room available for 
visitors at a reasonable charge. 

For more information please contact the scheme manager on: 01 295 258859 ^ 

45 West Street Banbury Oxon 0X16 3RA Housing 

Company Limited by Guarantee - 4043124 Registered as a Charity - No 1083995 |*| Association 

Methodist Homes for the Aged is part of MHA Care Group ***>" and <*<>.« f W 0 \ntr pcopir 




ST. GEORGE’S CHAPEL, WINDSOR CASTLE 



CHORISTERS’ OPEN DAY 

Saturday 9 October 2004 
From 2.00pm 

Do you know a boy who could be a 
Chorister? 

Boys aged between 6 and 10, and their 
parents, are invited to come and find out 
more about what a Chorister’s life is like 
at St. George’s Chapel and School. 

For further details and a registration form 
please contact Sarah Spencer, Secretary to 
the Director of Music, St. George’s Chapel, 
Windsor Castle, Berkshire SL4 1NJ. 

Tel: 01753 848797 
email: 

sarah.spencer@stgeorges-windsor.org 
Closing date for registration : 

6 October 2004 
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Fairtrade Fashion 




Nearly New 2003/53 
Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec 5 door 

•13,000 mites • Choice erf colours 

• Power steering • Air conditioning 

• Central locking 

• Electric windows 

• Immobiliser 

• Airbag • Alloys | 



• Saving 
£ 4.388 



autosave price! 



$4mpiy flu? best way to buy youf mat c«ji 

0114 255 4040 

fax: 0114 255 1949 



SPECIAL PURCHASE OFFER.. 

2001/51 registered 
Citroen Picasso 1.6 LX 5 door 

Choice of 10 - Diesel available 

• Power steering • Electric windows 
• Central locking 
• Immobiliser 
» Airbag 
• ABS 



Radio 



cassette 



Nearly New 2004/53 
Vauxhail Vectral.8 LS 5 door 

• Choice of colours • Air Conditioning 
Power steering • Immobiliser 
• Airbags • Cruise control 
• Electric windows 

• Central locking 

• ABS* CO Player 



autosave price 



autosave price 



5,399 



<u 



ro 



QJ E*dt car comes with: 

QJ * 120 powt quality inspection and report 
• Service and prepared prior to delivery f 
fQ • 12 months parts and labour warranty | 
Jjj • 12 months Mot 
S • 6 months road tax 

Delivered to your door 



Tailor Made Finance Service 



• 1 to 5 years terms 
• No deposit available 
- Quick Acceptance^! 2-20 minutes) 
• Cars from £9.99 per week. 



8,999 



u*autosave 

Put 

yourself 
in the 
driving | pi 



For over 20 years Autosave has provided quality new. 
nearly new and used vehicles at exceptional prices to 
churches, charities and associations. Now you too can J 
take advantage of this excellent service 



nearly new cars 

Nearly New 2004/04 
Fiat Purrto 1.2 Active 5 door 

(Now Shape) 

• 8.000 miles e Choice of colours 

• Power steering • Electric windows^ 
e Immobiliser • Airbag 

• Central locking 



• Saving 
£ 1,553 



autosave price 




m • 
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Fashion with a conscience 



Fairtrade fashion is about to hit the big time. Endorsed by celebrities such as 
Jude Law and stocked in Selfridges, fairtrade fashion brands are on course to 
become household names. The Door is offering one lucky reader the chance to 
win £100 of clothes from top brands such as People Tree. Read on for details: 



ASK most people what products they associate 
with fairtrade, and chances are they will name 
coffee, chocolate or bananas. Fairtrade edibles 
are now stocked in ever larger quantities by 
the big name shops, having made the leap 
from niche market to supermarket shelf over 
the past decade. 

But most aren’t aware that fashion can be 
fairly traded too. While we may spend hours 
trying on clothes, chances are we won't even 
spend a second looking to see where they 
were made. 

Of course, many of us will have heard the 
horror stories of Far Eastern sweatshops and 
child labour associated with some brands but 
we believe they are isolated examples. 

In fact, the truth is that garment workers - 
the majority of whom are outside the EU - are 
some of the most marginalised workers in the 
world, says Rosy Wade, a member of the co- 
operative which runs fairtrade@stmichaels, at 
St Michael at the Northgate in Oxford. 

‘They do not have contracts and are forced 
to work overtime. Western buyers are able to 
call all the shots and if one factory won't meet 
their price or deadline, they simply go else- 



where. Garment workers are living and work- 
ing in terrible conditions.’ 

Fairtrade offers workers and shoppers an 
alternative. Fairtrade groups offer permanent 
contracts that aren't endlessly renegotiated or 
moved, and they pay workers a competitive 
rate. They also pay a proportion of cost price 
up front before the stock is delivered to work- 
ers groups to buy raw materials without hav- 
ing to borrow money - a deal unheard of in 
the commercial sector. 

There are now more and more fairtrade 
clothes on the market and, importantly, they 
are breaking into the high street. 

Sel fridges is just starting to stock a leading 
fairtrade brand, People Tree, which is right at 
the cutting edge of fashion. And in our area, 
fairtrade shops are stocking more clothes. 

While once fairtrade clothes were seen as 
anything but at the fashionable end of the 
market, that is now changing, says Mary 
Ashton, who is the clothes buyer for the co- 
operative which runs the shop. This autumn 
she hopes to stock jeans as well as other denim 
and more youthful items in her wide range. 

She said: ‘We’ve all got the hang of fairtrade 



coffee and bananas but we can do even more 
good proportionately by buying clothes that 
are fairly traded.’ 

Fairtrade@stmichaels stocks People Tree 
(including the line available in Selfridges), 
Bishopston Trading and Traidcraft and is 
building up its fashion range further. 

People Tree source their clothes from 70 
fairtrade groups across 20 developing coun- 
tries. They work with groups who employ 
people who have faced discrimination, or have 
disabilities, or in areas which have recently 
suffered natural disasters. 

Bishopston Trading is a workers co-opera- 
tive which works with a village in Tamil 
Nadu to create employment. Bishopston also 
uses only organic cotton - which means the 
workers don't have to come into contact with 
pesticides. 

The Door and fairtrade@stmichaels are offer- 
ing readers the chance to win £100 of fairtrade 
clothes. Send your name and address* (and 
email, if you have one) to Fairtrade 
Competition, Church House, North Hinksey 
Lane, Oxford OX2 0NB by 1 8 October. 

Fairtrade@stmichaels will be holding a fashion 
show at Balliol College on 16 October ; featur- 
ing their new autumn/winter range 

* Entrants into the competition may in future be con- 
tacted by fairtrade@stmichaels for marketing purposes 
and the winner will be featured in The Door 



Join the celebrities and ditch designer labels 

Richard Cattle, area dean of Milton Keynes, on why we should think carefully about the clothes we buy 



IT'S good to get into Fairtrade, making impor- 
tant choices about coffee and tea. In Milton 
Keynes we now have a Fairtrade shop SUST, it 
sits between Waitrose and Salisbury's in the 
food centre. Here you can purchase a wide 
selection of fairly traded products, though there 
is an increased appeal to shop for fairly traded 
food in your local supermarket. 

'Chris Martin, Jude Law and Ewan 
McGregor say that they avoid 
sweatshops in favour of supporting 
fairtrade fashion' 

But it must not stop there! It is time to take a 
careful and critical look at the clothes you wear. 

It was fantastic to read in an open letter to 



The Independent, 16 celebrities including Jude 
Law, Chris Martin, Bono and Minnie Driver, 
welcoming Britain's commitment to fighting 
poverty. It was even more remarkable that Chris 
Martin, Jude Law and Ewan McGregor say that 
they avoid sweatshops in favour of supporting 
fairtrade fashion. The time has come for us to 
take a closer look at what we clothe our bodies 
with, for many of us there is a real gap in our 
thinking when it comes to the clothes and train- 
ers we wear. Many of them are made unfairly in 
the most appalling working conditions by chil- 
dren from the age of five. 

Begin to look out for the fairtrade labels, like 
People Tree: they don't go in for Gap-sized 
budgets, and they don't spend an lot on glitzy 
promotion because they prefer to spend it help- 
ing their Bangladeshi suppliers recover after the 



floods. People Trpe threads are sourced from 70 
fairtrade groups in 20 developing countries. The 
label has managed to attract an impressive list of 
fans, including: Sienna Miller, Minnie Driver 
and Chris Martin. Check out the People 
Tree website: www.ptree.co.uk 

In the past Nick Pecarelli wrote speeches for 
Gordon Brown. Now he runs Hug 
(www.hug.co.uk) a fair trade label with a line 
in cutesy, cheeky T-shirts. Saying no to design- 
er labels is becoming... cute! 

The Melton Keynes fairtrade forum is holding 
an awards ceremony for retailers and caterers 
on IS October at the Guildhall. The ceremony 
marks the first anniversary of the award of 
Fairtrade status to Melton Keynes. Contact 
wkennedy@btinternet.com for details 
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Fairtrade Fashion 




Fairtrade fashion for all seasons and all ages from fairtrade@stmichaels, Oxford. Clothes and 
accessories are from their summer and autumn collections. Shoes are models’ own. With thanks 
to Ivyn, Natalie and Catherine. Photos Frank Blackwell 




St Luke's is an independent, acute surgical hospital providing free consultation 
and treatment for Anglican clergy and their families. 255 honorary consultants 
give their time for free but the hospital still costs £4500 per day to run and we 
rely entirely on donations for this. With your donation we can give life-saving 
treatment, carry out 700 operations per year and provide specialist care in an 
atmosphere of peace and reflection. Help us to help them. 

Please send your donation to St Luke s Hospital for the Clergy, 14 Fitzroy square, London wit 6AH 
(Please make cheques payable to St Luke's Hospital for the Clergy) 

Tel 020 7388 4954 fax 020 7383 4812 email stluke@stlukeshospital.org.uk 
www.stlukeshospital.org.uk Registered Charity No. 209236 
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Organ Builders 

★★★ 

Timing and Servicing in all parts 
of the Diocese 

Prompt attention to all enquiries 
Continuo organ for hire 
- Details on request 

Percy Daniel & Co. Ltd. 

CLEVEDON, North Somerset 
BS2I 7XX 

Tel: 01275 873273 



Individually designed to compliment any environment. 

• Boardrooms • Domestic 

• Churches • Libraries 

• Colleges • Offices 

Free quotations for one-off commissions or complete schemes 
Crowdys Partnership Limited, Regal Way, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7BX 
Tel: 01367 242264 Fax: 01 367 241956 e-mail: davidl.titcumbc@virgin.net 



emBnoioeny 

By cRopt oesi gn 



Our timeless Celtic designs suitable for stoles 
Chasubles, altar frontals and copes. 

Commissions are taken to suit most budgets. 

We also offer a full range of cassocks, albs and 
surplices. Catalogue available on request. 

SPECIAL OFFER ~ 3 Clerical Shirts 
ONLY £58 ~ Blacky Grey , Blue or Navy. 

crzoft Design 

2 The Bull Ring, Much Wenlock, Shropshire, 

TF13 6HS. Tel/Fax: 01952 727632 

Email: sales@croftdesign.co.uk www.croftdesign.co.uk 



Demountable staging for the Church 



Introduced in the late 1970s, modular stages 
and platforms have seriously challenged the 
conventions and practicalities of using heavier, 
less flexible 'block stages'. Pioneered in the UK 
by East-Midlands designer Stage Systems, 
equipment can be employed as a permanent or 
semi-permanent feature/dias or as something 
that is occasionally used. 

This provides churches with options to adapt 
their worship space for individual services as well 



Artists in STAiriED Glass 
DAV iD Was ley 

ITlA.ATC.DipAD.FrTiGP. 

ConsERyAtoR^Sr 
RgsfORAtion SPECiALisf 

01494 773712 

'www.3RpmiLLEnnivmARfists.co.vK. 



as raising 
special 

presentations 
providing 
unimpaired 
sight lines. 

WHY USE 
STAGING IN 
CHURCH? 

Staging equips 
churches with 
a versatile 
resource that 

can help them plan for and respond to choral 
events, drama and dance as well as changing the 



focal point for 
Lectionary 
readings, 
sermons, 
communion and 
so on. Outside of 
the worship area, 
staging has 
proven to be a 
useful asset for 
social evenings 
and events. 
Churches have 
even used individual units to help stage flower 
and harvest festivals. 



Stage units are modular - this allows users to 
choose how many modules they need to fit into 
a predetermined space. 

Systems are quick to assemble - no technical 
ability or training is required. Modular stages are 
generally lighter than most traditional 
alternatives. This ensures it's easy to lift and 
build. 

Storage is practical. Units stack on simple, 
wheel-away trolleys. This allows equipment to be 
wheeled in and out of storage without having to 
'fetch and carry' A typical modular stage will 
store in an area measuring l/m2. 

Equipment can be designed to accommodate 
existing steps and pews as well as to overcome 
awkward and imposing architectural features. For 
further details contact: Stage Systems. 

Tel: 01509 611021 Fax: 01509 233146 
www.stagesystems.co.uk 



Galling all PGCs, 
Incumbents and others 

SAVE £££s on your heating costs 
Our Magnetic Fuel Conditioners could 
cut your costs by up to 20% 

Call Natural eNervation for details 

01438 317144 

or e-mail: tonys.price@virgin.net 



Cathedral Organs Ltd 

Eminent in the UK 
Architecture Acoustics Artistry 



There may be very good 
reasons for restoring a 
good pipe organ but 
equally there may come a 
time when a pipe organ is 
beyond worthwhile repair. 
This leaves the church with 
various options. If finances 
permit there is always the 



sons 



OF CHESHIRE 



S-gr* of Owsshire 
Th* Workshop. 



Call for a brochure of aluminium or oak 
notice boards & poster display cases or 
visit us at the Christian Resources 
Exhibition at the NEC in October. 

Te! 01606 871188 Fax 01606 871199 



Cross Stitch 

Christian designs 
and Christmas Kits 

in 8,11 & 14 Aida. 

Photo-stitch service 

ideal for your church. 
For catalogues & details 
send £1 cheque to:- 

Paget Designs 

PO Box 86, Alderney, 
Channel Isles 
GY9 3LN. 

www.pagetdesigns.co.uk 

01481 823863 



Widely regarded as the most authentic 
sounding and best value digital organs 

• unsurpassed English pipe organ sound - J§ 

• your choice of stop list * 

• individual specifications 

• superb hand built consoles R 

• facilities for the non-organist 

• voiced on site in more detail than any other 

comparable instrument 

. built-in recorder with a choice of hymns 1 1 | 

• 10 years parts and labour guarantee 

• Prices from £4,495 inc VAT Talk to our friendly team of professional 

, i i ✓-v musicians and acoustic engineers 

Cathedral Organs 

4 Mundells Court. Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL7 1EN 

Phone: 01707 326148 email: eminent@cathedralorgans.com 



possibility of a new pipe 
organ or perhaps a 
redundant instrument from 
another church. There is 
also the very real 
contender in the modern 
digital electronic organ 
which is now so good that 
even seasoned organists 



have occasionally failed to 
spot the difference. A 
digital organ console will 
feel and look just the same 
as a pipe organ console 
and indeed it is not unusual 
for a builder of digital 
organs to supply consoles 
for pipe organs. The 
difference is in sound 
production. In the absence 
of pipes, the digital organ 
produces sound through 
loudspeakers and what 
happens in the milliseconds 



before that sound is highly 
technical stuff. Cathedral 
Organs Ltd has for many 
years lead the industry in 
additive synthesis 
technology which allows 
the most remarkable 
access to the whole 



harmonic language of the 
digital organ. All Eminent 
organs designed by 
Cathedral Organs Ltd use 
the same advanced 
processing system and all 
Eminent organs can be 
voiced on site to a fine 



degree of accuracy and 
artistry. With a highly 
skilled and professional 
team of architects, acoustic 
engineers and musicians, 
your digital organ solution 
cannot be in better hands. 



Gas Prices to increase by 15% 
Oil prices reach new high 



Fax: 01275 342747 



You can hardly have failed to notice the 
banner headlines over the last few 
weeks. How many people, I wonder, are 
aware that there is a product on the 
market that can actually reduce the 
amount of gas or oil consumed by your 
heating system whilst still giving the 
same heat output. The Thermaflow 
magnetic fuel conditioners have now 
been installed in over 30 locations in 
Oxford, St Albans, Salisbury and Exeter 
Dioceses including Church House in 
Oxford bringing significant cost savings 
for PCCs and Incumbents alike. 
Wooburn St Paul's (inset) for example, 
experienced a 12% reduction in 



consumption. 

The units operate by applying a powerful 
magnetic field to the fuel supply thereby 
enabling more of the available to be 
converted into energy and less to go to 
waste. They are inexpensive, easily 
installed, require no power or 
maintenance and last indefinitely. 

It is now not so much a question of can 
we afford to install the units; more to 
the point, can we afford not to install 
them. 

More details can be obtained from Tony 
Price at Natural eNervation on 01438 
317144 or e-mail to: 
tonys.price@virgin.net. 



LfiROWDYS 

Designers & Makers of Fine Furniture 

CUSTOM MADE FURNITURE AND JOINERY 



i 
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! Advertisement Feature 



The Power 

of the Positive Pound 



E thical spending is big business. 
Sales of organic food now exceed 
£1 billion annually, sales of 
fairtrade goods in the UK have grown 
more than five-fold from £16 million in 
1998 to £92 million in 2003, and the 
mass purchase of 'ethical' products such 
as free range eggs and unleaded petrol 
have become so commonplace as to 
hardly be considered ethical purchases. 

While spending choices are an 
increasingly important weapon in the 
ethical consumer's armoury, the 
potential for our savings to influence 
society and the environment has been 
slower to catch on. But all that could be 
changing. According to Triodos Bank, 
Europe's leading ethical bank, more and 
more people recognise that savings have 
the power to make more of an impact 
than any other financial decision we 
make. 

"Banks and building societies make 
their money by lending our savings to 
someone else - usually to businesses or 
individuals," says Triodos Bank 
Managing Director, Charles Middleton. 
"The lending decisions they make are 
therefore highly significant. They 
determine whether our money is put to 
use to build a brighter, sustainable future 
or if instead, it helps to damage the 
environment and undermine our 
communities." 

Triodos Bank provides a simple, 
practical alternative to the high-street, 
because Triodos only lends money to 
businesses and charities that deliver real 
benefits for people and the environment. 
By taking this unconventional approach, 



Rriodm Hank customer* OXSRAD, provide opportunities 
far the whole community, 




it has 

attracted 
thousands of 
UK savers who want their money to 
actively benefit the wider community. 
Crucially, Triodos Bank doesn't just avoid 
enterprises that do harm - it only 
finances those which actively do good, 
empowering Triodos savers to do the 
same, simply by opening a savings 
account. 

According to Charles Middleton, the 



collective 
power of 
savings 



has 



the potential to deliver enormous 
positive change. "Triodos Bank has spent 
over 20 years developing innovative ways 
to connect savers' money with 
organisations that make a genuine 
difference. People have the power to 
change the world around them, simply 
by choosing where they place their 
money. And the exciting thing is that this 



All banks lend your money to someone else. The trouble is they 
won't tell you who they're lending it to, so you may be shocked 
to find out what your savings end up funding., 

I riodos Bank is different. We only work with organisations 
that benefit people and the environment, like organic food 
production. Fair Trade companies and charities. 

We're the only commercial bank in the UK to publish 
an annual list of the organisations we lend to, which tells 
savers exactly how their money is working. 

You buy Fair Trade, 

l*eople are at the heart of everything we do. As a customer 
you'll speak to real people who understand and share your values. 
Also, you'll be part of an increasingly powerful community of 
savers who not only receive a healthy financial interest rate, 
hut a strong social return on their savings. 

To open a triodos Bank savings account, 
call free on 0500 008 720 or visit www.triodos.co.uk/savings 
for more information. 



Triodos @ Bank 

Make your money make a difference 





has long since stopped being the preserve 
of an exclusive few. Using your money to 
make a difference is becoming an 
important part of mainstream thinking." 

People who make that choice are 
helping Triodos Bank to finance a range 
of enterprises that benefit society and the 
environment in a direct and practical 
way, from local organic box schemes to 
influential brands like fairtrade pioneers, 
Cafedirect. As well as healthy rates of 
interest, customers are also regularly 
provided with details of every loan 
Triodos Bank makes so they know exactly 
how their money is used. Not only that, 
savers have the opportunity to target 
their savings to particular areas of 
interest, such as the environment, 
fairtrade or social housing. 

Savings help to finance projects like 
OXSRAD, Oxford and District Sports and 
Recreation Association for the Disabled 
(pictured), which has a very different 
agenda from most sports centres. 
Founded in 1982, OXSRAD provides 
sports and recreational facilities for 
people with and without physical and 
other disabilities. A loan from Triodos 
Bank was used to build the centre to cater 
for its thriving membership. 

To find out how your money can start 
to make a difference, call free on: 
0500 008 720 

or visit: www.triodos.co.uk/savings. 



Triodos @ Bank 



vet voui savings fund 
sweatshops. 
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October Recipe: Vegetarian Moussaka 

by our cookery writer Avut W ay 

One of the joys of travelling abroad is trying out the local food. For many years my husband 
and I took holidays in various Greek Islands where a national dish is Moussaka. Most Tavernas 
serve it, although some are better than others. A little taverna we were particularly fond of was 
called ‘Beautiful Alice’; named after the owner’s wife. It was situated just below the ruins of one 
of the first Christian churches, made from the marble mined from the surrounding coastline. It 
was in a delightful situation with the most vivid turquoise sea. Greece is fairly good for vege- 
tarians on the whole, but moussaka does contains lamb. So for our vegetarian readers I have 
devised a meat-free version. It serves approximately 6 people: 

Ingredients \ 

You will need 1 x 227g tin of tomatoes or fresh of the same weight;100g cashew nuts;l large 
aubergine, sliced and $a!ted;500ml vegetable stock; 2 heaped teaspoons of tomato puree; 1 tea- 
spoon of sugar; 2 medium onions, finely chopped; 200g mushrooms; 2 cloves of garlic, crushed; 
250g wholemeal bread; 1 large potato, thinly sliced; 1 courgette, thinly sliced; 2 egg yolks; 150g 
plain greek yoghurt; 300ml milk; 25g grated feta or other white crumbly cheese; 1 dessertspoon of 
grated parmesan cheese; 3 tablespoons of olive oil or sunflower oil; 1 tablespoon of chopped herbs 
(marjoram, thyme or basil) and a bay leaf (if fresh aren't available use a teaspoon of mixed dried 
herbs); 1 teaspoon of cornflour; salt and pepper 

Method 

Place the bread and the nuts into a mixer and grind until fine. Prepare the tomatoes if they are 
fresh. Chop the onions and the mushroom finely and fry in the frying pan with a little oil and 
the crushed garlic. When lightly browned, add to the bread and nut mixture and give it anoth- 
er whiz. Fry the courgette slices until golden brown and then fry the potato slices. With the 
remaining oil, fry the aubergines, which have been rinsed and dried on kitchen paper. Grease a 
largish oval or oblong dish of at least 2 ? inches deep. Line the bottom of the dish with pota- 
toes. Mix the breadcrumb mixture with the sugar, tomatoes and tomato puree and stir in the 
vegetable stock. It should have a stiff, porridge-like consistency. Lay^r this with the courgettes 
and the aubergines alternately, ending with aubergines on top. To make the cheese topping, add 
the grated feta cheese to the milk and stir over a gehtle heat in a non-stick saucepan. When it is 
blended, stir the cornflour into the yoghurt and add this and the egg yolks to the pan. Continue 
stirring until it thickens. Pour on to the moussaka dish and sprinkle the parmesan cheese on top. 
Cook in a medium oven until the sauce has become firm and brown on top. Serve with salad 
and fresh bread rolls. 
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Come on and celebrate! 



COME and celebrate by joining an event on 
Saturday 23 October at the Marlborough 
School, Woodstock. The aim of the day, called 
Celebration Praise!, will be to explore how we 
can both enrich our present worship and also 
to look at new possibilities. 

There is no need to book for the day - you 
just turn up. You do not have to go to a church 
in the Oxford Archdeaconry to be eligible 
either - it is for all-comers. The school can cope 
with 800 people in its sports hall, so let’s fill it! 

This event takes forward the work started at 
the Diocesan Convention two years ago at 
High Wycombe when we were beginning to 
resource ourselves to take on the challenges of 
Sharing Life. 

Last year the Berkshire and Oxford 
Archdeaconries took this forward by exploring 
personal prayer at the yourkingdomcome event. 
This year the first theme of Sharing Life which 
says that we seek ‘to be centred on God, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit’ is to be taken a stage fur- 
ther still as we think about and reflect on our 
worship. Once again we will be resourced 
through workshops across a whole rangfe of 
exciting topics. These workshops will be just 
one element as we take the whole day to make 
Eucharist together, at which Bishop Colin will 
preside. 

Last year's yourkingdomcome event coincid- 
ed with the signing of the Anglican-Methodist 
Covenant in London. Ecumenical relationships 



have received a huge boost through that act 
and Celebration Praise! has been designed to 
reflect this with invitations having been sent 
out freely to all Christian churches within the 
nearby area as well as having members of the 
Orthodox Church, Methodists and a Quaker 
leading workshops. The keynote speakers will 
be Revd Jonathan Kerry, Co-ordinator of 
Worship and Learning in the Methodist Church 
and Rt Revd Colin Bennetts, Member of the 
Anglican Liturgical Commission. 

You can find all details about the programme, 
the workshops and how to get to the school on 
the website www.oxford.anglican.org. 

It is not too late to do some preparatory 
work. Get together with your priest and talk 
together about: 

• where you are in terms of worship styles, 
times and your key needs; 

• setting priorities in adjusting or renewing 
existing worship patterns; 

• training for your worship leaders; 

• identifying people who have potential to 
lead worship; 

• ‘who is going to go where’ on 23 October, 
to get the best spread of workshop experiences 
to meet your needs and to stimulate further 
sharing and discussion. 

Barbara Doubtfire 

Canon Barbara Doubtfire is parish develop- 
ment adviser for Oxfordshire. She retires next 
month after 16 years in the role. 



HELP!! 

Well motivated individuals who would like a 
simple part-time business. 

If you are honest & ethical and would like 
to earn lk - 20 k per month full or part-time 

WITH ON-GOING TRAINING & SUPPORT 
TO ENSURE YOU SUCCEED 

RING CHRIS ON: 01452 359527 

Mobile: 07970 717110 



Saturday 9 October 2004 

from 2.30p.m. 

RISC Centre 

35 - 39 London Street, 
Reading. 

JONATHAN BARTLEY, 

Director of "Ekklesia" • 
God has a political agenda 
* and it is a subversive one! 

Arranged by Librarians' 
Christian Fellowship, but all 
welcome. 

Details: Graham Hedges 

Tel: 020 8599 1310 

E-mail: 

secretary@librarianscf.org.uk 




A Quality Retirement Residence 




Located on the edge of Charminster, one mile from Dorchester, this fully 
modernised home stands in 272 acres of beautiful gardens with rural views. The 
Manor provides quality living in a comfortable and caring environment for 
elderly people who cannot or choose not to fend for themselves. There is 24 
hour staffing, nurse call system and all rooms en-suite. A high standard of food 
is a speciality of the Manor with many guests dining with relatives and friends. 
In the grounds are two sheltered accommodation suites with full “hotel” services 
provided by the Manor for the more independent. 

Due to demand the Manor’s accommodation was recently extended with 8 
more ground floor en suite residential rooms and 5 assisted living suites. All 
with garden views and fully registered for care. Additionally a new sun 
lounge and conservatory were added together with Vi mile of garden paths. 

If you wish to check for vacancies, or would like to receive a brochure 
or visit, please contact: 

Sandra & Keith Shaw 

Wolfeton Manor, Charminster, Dorset DT2 9QL 




Tel: 01305 262340 Fax: 01305 257915 

E mail: - shaw.woIfeton@tesco.net. 




Holidays for 2004-2005 

Nov29-Dec3rd and 
Feb 21st-25th 

Feast of Music 
BOURNEMOUTH - 
from £265. 

March 7th-10th 

ITALY-Tuscany, visiting 
Florence, Assisi Rome & 
Siena. From £389.00 twin. 

Deposits of £50 
required by September 17th 
please 

June 16th-28th 

SWITZERLAND 
Hotel Artos Interlaken 
and Hotel Viktoria Hasliberg. 
Prices £940 and £1010 for 
singles. 

October 5th-15th 

CANADA- Calgary, Lake 
Louise, Icefields, Banff, Rocky 
Mountaineer Train, Kamloops 
and Vancouver Price £1499 
for twin rooms. 

Please contact me for further 
details if you are interested 
joangilbert@onetel.com 

Tel: 01202 293349 



1o Advertise 

please ring 
Sue Williams on: 

01527 892945 

Fax: 01527 892152 

E-mail: cross.pablications@rirgia.net 



TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Cross Publication Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 

SINGLE TRIP INSURANCE 

2 Weeks Europe - From only £14.95 per person 

We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with 
higher than normal age limits 

stop PRESS We can now sell annual 
insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 

“Similar or better Travel Insurance than most 
High Street Travel Insurers... up to 60% less.” 

Enquiries from Independent Travel Agent or 
Group organisers are very welcome. 

Call For Details 

0116 272 0500 





From 30 minutes to 24 hours 

We can provide you with the highest quality of 
Domestic and Personal care to suit your needs. 
Help with: 

Bathing, Washing, Dressing, Companionship, 
Cleaning, Shopping and Live-in Care. 

For further information contact our Head Office on 

01305 769418 




All Our Care Workers 

are trained to the highest standards with a full 
induction course and training to NVQ level. 

If you are interested in becoming a Care Worker 
we have vacancies in Your Local Area. 

We offer excellent rates of pay with enhanced 
rates for evenings and weekends. 

For more information Freephone 0800 783 9153 

AGINCARE 













ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 

READING, BERKSHIRE 

An independent day school for girls aged 3 to 18, situated close 
to Reading University and convenient to the town centre and M4 



Open to girls of all denominations 
and faiths 

High academic reputation 
Strong music and drama tradition 
Artistic talent and practical skills 
encouraged at all ages 
After school playcare for children 
aged 3 to 1 1 years 
Supervised after school study for 
Senior Department pupils 



OPEN EVENING 

SENIOR DEPARTMENT 

THURSDAY 

21 OCTOBER 2004 
6.30 P.M. - 9.00 P.M. 



For further information and a copy of our prospectus , please contact: 

ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL, 

UPPER REDLANDS ROAD, READING, BERKSHIRE RG1 5JT 

Tel: 0118 966 1000 
www.st-josephs.reading.sch.uk 

St Joseph’s Convent School is a registered charity, which exists to provide education for girls 



ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR 

St Joseph’s has an excellent record at Key Stage 1 and 2, 
GCSE and Advanced Level. In the summer 2004 
examinations, a 99% pass rate at Advanced Level was 
achieved, with 55% of the passes at Grade A or B. 

Excellent results were also obtained at GCSE. A pass rate 
of 100% was achieved, with 92% of the Year 1 1 students 
gaining five or more passes at Grades A* to C. Twenty 
Year 1 0 girls took GCSE English Literature one year early. 
They all passed with flying colours. Grade A* or Grade A 
was achieved by 1 3 of them and the other seven passed at 
Grade B. Girls in Year 10 also took GCSE Religious Studies 
one year early. Again, they all passed, with more than 70% 
of them gaining Grade A*, A or B. In the Preparatory 
Department, all eligible seven-year-olds achieved Level 2 
or better at Key Stage 1 . At Key Stage 2, all eligible 
eleven-year-olds achieved Level 4 in Mathematics, English 
and Science, with 69% achieving Level 5 in all three 
subjects. 

St Joseph’s offers a safe and happy environment in which 
academic and social skills, individual talent and 
consideration of the needs of others are developed. If this 
is the type of school you arc looking for, why not visit us. 
We would be delighted to welcome you to our OPEN 
EVENING on THURSDAY 21 OCTOBER 2004, or at 
another time if more convenient. 
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Zambian experience ‘opened the 
doors of my heart’ 



On the move 
with One 
World Week 

by Natalie Abbott 

One World Week is an annual opportunity to 
join a worldwide movement of people taking 
action for justice locally and globally. 

BETWEEN 17 and 24 October, hundreds of peo- 
ple will be taking part in events in their local area 
designed to raise awareness of what’s going on in 
the world; both on our doorsteps and far away, 
to take action to change the things that cause 
injustice, poverty and degradation and to cele- 
brate the good things about being part of one 
diverse yet interconnected world. A number of 
individuals and groups from our diocese will be 
involved in some quite diverse events to promote 
the message of One World Week. 

John Madeley (pictured), a licensed lay minister 
at St Peter’s Caversham is taking this year’s theme 
of ‘Your Move’ literally and is planning to cycle 
coast to coast, from Southport in Lancashire to 
Hornsea, near Hull, in Yorkshire, and talk to 
people about one world issues as he goes along. 

‘The ride is not fund raising, and I would 
appreciate the prayers of Door readers - not least 
for a following wind!’ he said. 

The Church of Christ the Cornerstone, Milton 
Keynes, will be holding a One World Craft Fair 
on Saturday 23 October. The fair will include 




stalls selling products from eight different organ- 
isations which support groups in some of the 
most marginalised communities in the world; 
Traidcraft, Tearcraft, Oxfam Fair Trade, the 
Toybox Charity, the Leprosy Mission, Advantage 
Africa, the KZN Trading Company and Sust! 
(the fairtrade shop in Milton Keynes). 

Finally, an exhibition of paintings and sculp- 
tures by the artist Jane Masson will be held in the 
Morlaif Room, St Michael’s Church, New Lane 
Hill, Tilehurst from Friday 22 October to Sunday 
24 October. The exhibition, called ‘The Family of 
Man’, contains a collection of figurative art 
inspired by a showcase of the photography of 
Edward Steichen in New York in 1955 as a reac- 
tion to suffering and hardship throughout the 
world. 



‘GENUINELY a life-changing experience’ is how 53- 
year-old mum-of-two Jane Brown described the six 
months she spent in Zambia on the 
Experience Exchange Programme (EEP) of anglican 
mission agency USPG (United Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel). 

While teaching college students how to build an 
energy-efficient cooking stove Jane said she under- 
went a type of spiritual conversion that ‘opened the 
doors of my heart’. She said: ‘I have been going to 
church in England since I was a child but it was never 
a very passionate experience. But I am now a very 
strong follower of Jesus Christ with a strong interna- 
tional concern. My focus has changed - 1 feel alive and 
life feels full of fun - and that’s due to Africans!’ Jane, 
from Woodstock in Oxfordshire, first had the idea of 
working overseas when her son won a scholarship to 
study in India - and she found herself feeling envious. 
She attended an EEP exploration day at which she 





was relieved to discover she was not required to be a 
‘super-Christian’. Indeed, she was told: ‘If you think 
you are going to bring Christ to the masses, forget it - 
they’ve got him already! 

‘At the prestigious Mindola Ecumenical 
Foundation, in Zambia, Jane drew upon her 
Diploma in Craft and Technology to show 12 
young adults how to build a cooking stove that is * 
ideal for local conditions: the stove doesn’t require 
electricity; it can be built cheaply with second-hand 
oil drums and clay dug for free; it is cheap to run as 
it bums only a little charcoal; it is hard-wearing and 
long-lasting; the outside of the stove doesn’t get hot 
reducing the risk of bums; and, perhaps most impor- 
tantly, it produces little smoke, avoiding respiratory dis- 
eases, eye infections and even blindness. Soon Jane noted 
a change in her students. Their confidence and self- 
esteem improved. In an area of high unemployment they 
were learning a trade. They were inspired: one devised a 
mould to make constructing the stoves easier; another 
went to study engineering.’ 

Jane, who is now working as a supply teacher, 
described the impact of fellowship in Zambia. She 
said: ‘I received love and confidence. There was a 
lot of emotional openness from the Zambians, and 
my heart opened up. I learned that I too could love 
very freely, and once the love has started flowing 
you can’t go back!’ 

For more information about how your church can 
be linked up to projects like this, or even how you can 
have an experience like Jane’s, look at the website, 
uspg.org.uk, or get in touch with USPG’s mission 
advisor for Oxford Diocese, Martin Cart; on 01865 
553631, or email him at martinc@uspg.org.uk 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



Centre for Neuro-developmental Delay 

Is your child fulfilling his/her potential? 

The Centre for NDD offers full Educational 
Assessments which give general Intellectual 
ability together with any strengths and 
weaknesses. There may be signs of Dyslexia, 
reading, writing or problems with concentration. 
The Centre also has a special programme which 
will help him/her to overcome these. 
Contact P.N.F. Faulkner B.D., B.Sc(Psych). 

Tel: 01280 813658 



For Sale 

Hellier American Orsan (Harmonium) 
In excellent condition with very 
decorative case. 

For further details telephone: 

01234 391 841 

Offers not less than £1 50. 



To Advertise 

please ring 
Sue Williams on: 

01527 892945 

Fax: 01527 892152 

E-mail: cross.publications@virgin.net 




Ashfold School 

Dorton, Aylesbury, Bucks HP18 9NG 

(IAPS Coeducational 3-13) www.ashfoldschool.co.uk 

Required for January 2005 

RESIDENT BOARDING SCHOOL ASSISTANT 

To work as part of a team in our weekly Boarding House under the 
direction of the Houseparents. A willingness and commitment to 
become fully involved in the life of the Boarding House and own 
transport are essential. 

Please apply in writing, enclosing your CV together with names, 
addresses and telephone numbers of two referees by Monday 11th 
October, 2004 to the Headmaster. Interviews week beginning 18th 

October, 2004. 

Further details available on 01844 238237 




OLP TOYS WANTED 

ANTIQUE AND COLLECTORS TOYS 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

Die-cast and tin plate vehicles (Dinky, Schuco etc) 

- preferably pre-1970 

All types of trains and rolling stock, dolls houses and 
furniture. Meccano, boats and steam models. Metal and 
plastic figures (Britains etc) from mint/boxed to playworn. 

PASTIMES, Digby Rd, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3NL 

Tel. 01935 816072 

E-mail: info@pastimes-toys.co.uk 
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GFS Platform - Winchester House 

Shanklin, Isle of Wight 

Overlooking the Sea 

Accommodation for Group Holidays and Conference Facilities 
The Main House offers catered accommodation 
for groups of 30 - 100 and adaptable communal rooms for conferences 

Our self catering accommodation consists of our recently refurbished 
Lodge and two self contained flats, all with modem facilities 
The Lodge sleeps up to 24 people 
One of the flats has disabled facilities 

Sandown Road, Shanklin, Isle of Wight P037 6HU 
Tel: 01983 862441 Fax: 01983 863513 
Email: winchesterhouse@lineone.net 



24-26 September 2004 



A retreat introducing the 
tradition and practice of 
Christian meditation. 
Laurence Freeman OSB 



27-29 May 2005 



Sons and Daughters of Abraham 
- a conference of inter-faith 
dialogue. Speakers: Ibraham 
Hewitt, Niles Elliot Goldstein 
and Garth Hewitt. 



Christian Retreat, 
Conferences and 
Holiday Centre 



• Ecumenical Programme of 
Retreats and Workshops 

• Perfect venue for Restoration 
and Re-discovery 

• Comfortable rooms with 
ensuite facilities, catering 
for groups, families and 
individuals 

• Idyllic location offering 
panoramic views of 
neighbouring islands 



LES 



Cotus 




For more details please contact: Meg White 
Les Cotils, St Peter Port, Guernsey, 
Channel Islands GUI 1UU. 
Tel: 01481 727793 Fax: 01481 701062 
e-mail: info@lescotils.com 
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FUNERAL SERVICES 

MEMORIAL MONUMENTAL WORK 

0 OLO^ 

Private Chapel 24 Hour 

of Rest <53^7 Personal Service 



21 Corbett Road, Carterton, Oxon 
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AGE CONCERN 


1 


L 




FUNERAL PLAN 


A 



Prices from £ 1 ,645 + 

For more information, call 



AGE 



AFT700 



Age Concern Oxfordshire 
Tel: 01 235 849400 

Age Concern Milton Keynes ^ 

Tel: 01908 201 178 § 

Age Concern Berkshire 
Tel: 0118 959 4242 



Price shown for one-off payment for a Trust Plan. Other 
payment options available. Quotations available on request. 






A.Bo WALK 

& Son Limited 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY 
RUN SERVICE 
FOR 175 YEARS 

Ellen Lodge, Eldon House, 

157 Binfield Road, Bracknell. 36 Eldon Road, Reading. 

Tel: 01344 303707 Tel: 0118 957 3650 

Blyth House. 

158 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 
Tel: 01491 413434 
www.info@abwalker.co.uk 
24 Hours Advice & Assistance 
GOLDEN CHARTER Pre-paid Funeral Plans 



O 



GREENS FUNERAL SERVICES 

Established 1866 



A family owned business with five generations 
of experience, offering a personal dignified 
24 hour service 



Private Chapels of Rest 

Funeral Directors Keith Green 
and Ian Green 

21 High Street, 
Eynsham, Oxford 

Tel: 01865 880837 
Fax: 01865 882831 




8 Bridge Street, 
Witney, Oxford 
& Memorial Showroom 

Tel: 01993 776486 




To Advertise 

in our next 

Funeral Directors 

Feature 

Please call Lisa on: 

01527 89 2945 



Let us 

care for your 
loved ones grave 

• Planned grave tending 

• Restorations • Floral tributes 

GRAVETRUST 

Orchard House, Bridge Street, 

Gt. Bardfleld, Essex CM7 4ST 

Nationwide service established since 1995. Free brochure. 

Tel: 01371 811322 



Moving forward 

A common perception of funeral directing is that it is 
a very traditional and staid activity. In reality there 
can be significant events and changes taking place 
within the business. 

At A.B. Walker the last year has seen the purchase of 
a whole fleet of new Mercedes hearses and 
limousines. 

Planning consent has been received for the building of 
a new fully equipped premises in Wokingham. 

Matthew Walker will oversee building operations of 
this new branch, which will open in early 2005, greatly 
enhancing a long standing service in that area 
Golden Charter, the country's largest network of pre- 
paid funeral plan providers has chosen A.B. Walker to 
trial a new style of plan called 'The Independent Way'. 
This plan will allow clients wishes to be accepted in an 
even more precise way. 

As a true family firm A.B. Walker were proud to 
welcome David's son Simon into the firm, increasing 
the number of Walkers actively involved in the 
business. 

Meanwhile, the senior member of the firm Tony 
Walker has been undertaking extensive research into 
new memorial fixing methods in response to the HSE 
and House of Commons Select Committee's concerns. 
Julian Walker has formalised A.B. Walker's 
commitment to education in the community by 
holding a series of Seminars for professional Carers, 
Nurses, Bereavement Teams and Training Clergy. 
Anyone wishing to participate should give Julian a 
call. 



ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE 



A Local Independent Family Business 



OLD FORGE, WETHERED RD, 
MARLOW 
(01628) 898866 
891 LONDON ROAD, 
LOUDWATER, HIGH WYCOMBE 
(01494) 472572 



38 OAK END WAY, 
GERRARDS CROSS 

(01753) 891892 

32 GREGORIES ROAD, 
BEACONSFIELD 

(01494) 685000 



• Personal attention day or night • Private Chapel of Rest 

• Home visits by appointment 

www.arnold-funerals.co.uk 
PREPAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE 

if 




SURMAN & HORWOOD 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 
MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS 

Incorporating The Funeral Department 
of Hobbs & Castle of Watlington 
PRIVATE FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 

The Green Crowell 25 High Street 

Chinnor Princes Risborough 

(01844) 351323 (01844) 274842 

All numbers offer a 24 hour emergency service 



Est Before 1879 

TOMALIN & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Your local Henley Independent Funeral Service 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 



GOLDEN CHARTER 

rJpPv Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 



Telephone: (01491) 573370 



A.E. Baker & Sons 

Established 1907 NAFD 

'A helping hand in your time of need' 

Caring staff available 24 hours. 

Home Visits. 

Private chapels of rest. 

My wishes pre-paid funeral plans. 

For a personal, professional service you can 
rely on, contact: 



Wendy Thome Dip, FD 
Cardinal House, 
Brewery Street, 
Highworth SN6 7AJ. 

Tel: 01793 764664 



John Cammell Dip, FD 
LMBIFD, AMlnstLM & his 
experienced team at 5 Park 
Road, Faringdon SN7 7BP. 

Tel: 01367240572 



(Part of the Oxford , Swindon & Gloucester Co-operative Society) 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 




The funeral director plays a very important part 



THROUGHOUT HISTORY people have felt the 
need for ceremonial leave taking of those who 
have died. The Victorians, for example, made the 
whole process of mourning into an elaborate 
ceremonial. 

These days the funeral service of the Church of 
England can be very short and quiet, with only 
a few members of the family present, or an 
occasion of great solemnity, music, hymns and a 
packed Church. The Parish Priest and funeral 
director will always do their utmost to carry 
out the wishes of the family, from where the 
funeral is to be held to hymns and readings. 
Everyone has a right to ask for the funeral of 
their relative to be held in their own Parish 
Church, even if they and the deceased person 
have not been Church goers. If one of the local 






Sole 

Funeral Service 



Personal Service from a Qualified Funeral Director. 
Memorials designed and supplied 
to any area from our brochure. 

Bidstone Close, Over Norton, Chipping Norton, Oxon OX7 5PP 

Tel: 01608 644112 - any hour 



clergy is to be asked to take the service this should 
be done before any other funeral arrangements are 
made and it is helpful to provide the clergy with 
personal details of the dead person so that he or 
she can mention these in any address. 

The funeral director plays a very important part 
also as they know the local clergy, cemeteries and 
crematoria and can, if necessary, give advice on 
funerals in other parts of the country, as well as on 
costs and fees. 

These days six out of ten funerals end in cremation 
and crematoria and churchyards have gardens of 
rest where ashes can be buried, after a further 
brief service if this is the wish of the family. 



HOWARD CHADWICK 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

A caring family owned Independent 
Funeral Directors. Offering 24 hour prompt personal 
attention. Private Dedicated Chapel of Rest. 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Quality Memorial Designs 
Clockhouse Cottage, Benson Lane, 
Crowmarsh, Wallingford, 

Oxon 0X10 8ED. 

Tel: 01491 82S222 EES? 



Oxford, Swindon and Gloucester 
Co-operative Society Ltd. 



• ABINGDON 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

26 High Street 

0X14 5 AX Tel: (01235) 554589 

• AYLESBURY 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

114 High Street 

HP20 1BT Tel: (01296) 395356 

• BANBURY 

TRINDER FUNERAL SERVICE 

122 Middleton Road 

0X16 4QU Tel: (01295) 272207 

• BICESTER 

RJ TYRRELL FUNERAL SERVICE 

1 1 Manorsfield Road 

0X26 6EH Tel: (01869) 252888 

• BICESTER 

L HARTNESS FUNERAL SERVICE 

1 1 Victoria Road 

0X26 6QD Tel: (01869) 253282 

• BRACKLEY 

WJ FRANKLIN & SON 

30 High Street 

NN13 5DS Tel: (01280) 702356 

• CARTERTON 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

8 The Clock House 
Brize Norton Road 
0X18 3HN Tel: (01993) 843359 

• DIDCOT 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

6 The Market Place 
The Broadway 

0X11 7LE Tel: (01235) 512266 

• HIGH WYCOMBE 
CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

110 Dashwood Avenue 

HP12 30B Tel: (01494)451292 



• KIDLINGTON 
REEVES & PAIN 

19 Fairfax Centre 
Oxford Road 

0X5 2PB Tel: (01865) 371159 

• OXFORD 

AW BRUCE LTD 
29 Rogers Street 
Summertown 

0X2 7JS Tel/Fax: (01865) 310907 
CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

2 Hendred Street 

0X4 2ED Tel: (01865) 748855 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

Holyoake Hall, London Road 
Headington 

0X3 9ED Tel: (01865) 308581 

REEVES & PAIN 

288 Abingdon Road 

0X1 4TE Tel: (01865) 242529 

• THAME 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

8 High Street 

0X9 2BV Tel: (01844) 260067 

• WENDOVER 

SOVEREIGN FUNERAL SERVICE 

3 Holly Court, Tring Road 

HP22 6PE Tel: (01296) 696224 

• WITNEY 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

The Cemetery Lodge 
Tower Hill 

0X28 5ES Tel: (01993) 706778 




FAS 

www.mywishes.coop 



& 

c 






\ 

} 



INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 
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and Conference Centres 



S neuron Casrle Ceirne 

Whuky , Nonrh Yonkshme Y021 3QN 




A peaceful and picturesque location 
open to all Christian denominations 
and providing the ideal venue for 
your day or residential event 

Day Outings - Church Holidays 
Pilgrimages - Retreats - Conferences 
- Youth and School Events. 

Groups and Individual guests welcome. 
Accommodation for 100 guests 
Telephone: 01947 600051 
or visit: www.sneatoncastle.co.uk 

Sneaton Castle is owned by the Order of the Holy 
Paraclete, an Anglican Religious Community. 



No better place 

for your 

Midweek Conference 
or Church Party Break 

Beechwood Court 

Conwy in North Wales 

Special Monday to Friday rates 
Excellent value full board 

The centre has 

ft Christian Management • Good Food 

• Full Central Fleating and a Real Fire 

• Comfortable Accommodation 

• Access to Conwy Mountain 

• Peaceful Surroundings 

• Woodland Setting 

• Family Ambiance! 

• Ample Parking 
For bookings or brochure 
Contact the Manager at— 

Beechwood Court, Mountain Road, 
Conwy. LL32 8PY Tel: 01492 593405 
E eechyvp o cI ftd i a Jstartnet 




Shepherds Dene Retreat House and Conference Centre 

'experience the wide Northumbrian skies' 



We welcome: 

clergy and laity 
parishes 

groups or individuals 
seminars and conferences 
residential or day visits 
Church or secular 




Extensive 
Open Events 
program, 
please 
contact 
Warden for 
details. 



For further information contact the Warden 

Riding Mill, Northumberland, NE44 6AF. Tel: 01434 682212 

Email: shepherds_dene@newcastle.anglican.org 

Web: www.shepherdsdene.co.uk 



Shepherds Dene is an 'Arts and Crafts 7 
house sitting in 27 acres of garden 
and wood in rural Tynedale. We are 
close to the roman wall and provide 
an excellent base for exploring the 
heritage of the northern saints, 
including Lindisfame, Jarrow and 
Durham. 

We run an extensive programme of 
open events and in July we have 
'Cleave the Wood and I am there 7 , 
'Bring on the Clowns 7 , 'Reading the 
Word in Stone 7 and a Northumbrian 
Walking Week. 



The College of St Barnabas 

(Reg. Charity No. 205220) 




Single & Married accommodation for retired clergy 
Two-roomed flats with en-suite 
Chapels with daily services; libraries; full catering, 
laundry & cleaning 

Situated next door to Dormans railway station 
Enquiries to: 

The Reverend the Warden, College of St Barnabas, Lingfield 
RH7 6NJ. Tel: 01342 870260 www.collofstbamabas.com 



The College of St Barnabas 

The college is a Retirement Home which offers 
Sheltered Accommodation and Nursing Care on 
the same campus. 

It is therefore becoming sought out by clergy 
couples where one partner is still capable of 
living independently while the other needs the 
careof trained staff, in other words couples who 
might have to live miles apart. 

The majority of the residents are those who 
have decided that they can happily leave the 
chores, cooking, cleaning, and laundry to others. 
For information, applications or to make a 
donation write to the Warden, at the college. 



Sneaton Castle 
Centre 



The Board of Sneaton Castle Centre has given 
the green light for the setting up of an 
Education Resource Centre (ERC) within 
Sneaton Castle Centre. The ERC will primarily 
be aimed at visiting schools but will be 
available to other groups. Specific areas of 
study, to meet syllabus requirements, will 
initially be Key Stage Two with Key Stage One 
and Key Stage Three following soon after. At a 
later date, the ERC will extend its work to the 
1 6 plus age group and GCSE students. The ERC 
will be managed by a qualified Education 
Officer who will be Sister from the Order of 
the Holy Paraclete, and will open during the 
2005 season. Enquiries about this exciting 
project can be addressed to any member of the 
Centre the management team. 
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24-26 September 2004 



A retreat introducing the 
tradition and practice of 
Christian meditation,. . . 
Laurence Tree matt QSB 



Sons and Daughters of Abraham 
- a conference of inter-faith 
dialogue. Speakers: Ibraham 
Hewitt, Niles Elliot Goldstein 
and Garth Hewitt. 



Christian Retreat, 
Conferences and 
Holiday Centre 



• Ecumenical Programme of 
Retreats and Workshops 

• Perfect venue for Restoration 
andReadiscayery 

• Comfortable rooms with 
ensuite facilities, catering 
for groups, families and 
individuals 

• Idyllic location offering 
panoramic views of 
neighbouring islands 



— les — 

COTHS 



For more details please contact: Meg White 
Les Cotils, St Peter Port, Guernsey, 
Channel Islands GUI 1UU. 
Tel: 01481 727793 Fax: 01481 701062 
e-mail: info@lescotils.com 



Trinity College Bristol 
Conference Centre 




Plan&ing an Alpha away day, 
church weekend or PCC quiet day? 

We can provide: 

• Comfortable meeting rooms 
• Friendly staff 

• Catering to suit your requirements 
• Attractive grounds 
Easy access to motorway and city 
Contact: Fran Brealey Tel: 0117 968 2803 
Email: fran.brealey@trinity-bris.ac.uk 
Website: www.trinity-bris.ac.uk 



OXFORD CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE 
FOR COUNSELLING 
RETREATS AND WORKSHOPS 

Sat 9th October: 

Poetry workshop with Rev. George Coppen 
(Beghroke Priory) 

Sat 4th December: 

Godly Play for Advent ( Beghroke ) 

Sat 4th January 2005: 

Praying with Scripture - Canon David Winter 
(at Thame Bams Centre) 

Fri 18th March: 

The Wounding of Christ - Lent retreat with 
Janet Lake (at Stanton House) 

Fri 15th - Sun 17th April - 
weekend retreat: Doubts and Certainties - 
at St Columba's Woking, with Giles Charrington 
& Lynette Harbome 
Sat 7th May: 

Finding the Way through Life - the Labyrinth, 
with Lynette Harbome & Margie Shutte, 

(at Begbroke) 

Sat 2nd July: 

Attending the Harvest - led by Rev. Vera Sinton, 
(at Begbroke) 

OCIC: First floor, 119/121 London Rd, Headinglon, 
Oxford OX 3 9 HZ. TEL: 01865 308889 
Email: counselling@ocic.org.uk 
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LIVING ON THE EDGE 

Shell Cottage, three miles from Land's End, offers space for up to six people to follow the 
example of so many of the Celtic saints in living on the very edge of the Atlantic, where 
land, sea and sky meet in eternal timelessness. The cottage nestles in a small fishing 
cove, just yards from the sea, surrounded by stunning scenery and breathtaking cliff 
walks. 

It is a place for spiritual and physical refreshment where those in the ordained ministry 
are especially welcome to step aside from their demanding routine for a while. Cell groups 
find it an ideal setting for a combination of silence and relaxation, study and prayer, whilst individual retreatants are 
equally welcome. 

The cottage is spacious and welcoming with sea views from all the rooms, and there are parts of the house that are 
always kept silent. There is a small oratory for private prayer, and a large communal room that is used for meetings, 
study groups or worship. Each of the comfortable bedrooms has an armchair, a desk and a kettle, and the farmhouse 
kitchen has scrubbed pine furniture and an oil-fired Rayburn providing constant warmth and hot water. 

Outside the cottage is a sheltered paved area and terraced lawns with plenty of seats built into the walls, and high on 
the cliff above is a small hidden hermitage with uninterrupted views over the sea to the horizon. 

For further information please visit our website, www.shellcottage.net 

Enquiries: The Thatched Cottage, Penberth, St. Buryan, Penzance, Cornwall TR19 6HJ 

tel: 01736 810659 fax: 01736 810941 email: bridget@shellcottage.net web: www.shellcottage.net 



OUR GUESTS ARE SPECIAL at KING’S PARK 

Alpha Holy Spirit Weekends are one of the many reasons that guests from 
London, Buckingham, Oxford and surrounding counties of Northamptonshire 
come and stay at King’s Park. A few other reasons are Church Family Weekends, 
House Parties & Training Programmes. 

You will find that King's Park has dining and meeting facilities for 150 guests with 48 
twin and 2 family en-suite rooms comfortably accommodating 10 to 104 guests 
residential ly. Good quality over flow accommodation within easy reach. The Centre is all 
on one level and under one roof; reception area that opens into a spacious and 
comfortable lounge; alcohol-free bar (which can be opened when required) Main 
conference room seating 175, theatre style with a PA loop system, a second seating 60, 
a third conference room is ideal for 25 whilst there are 3 smaller seminar rooms seating 
15-20 in each. Our catering team provides freshly prepared menus to suit all tastes. 

We go out of our way to deliver a service that will impress you and we hope "make you 
feel special". Our experienced teams will help you organise your event down to the finest 
details, making sure your event runs smoothly and we will do our best to meet your 
budget. 

Extra special children's discounts in December '04, January '05 & Easter x 05 
Contact: t.01604 493111 or email kingspark@actioncentres.co.uk 



>WK " Church Family Weekends & 
Holiday House Parties.. 

December 04, January 05 and Easter ‘05 
Children accompanied by parents are free. 




king’s park 

ocvrCn/ 0 ^ fo~r aM? 

king's park road 
nortbampton 
nn3 611 

t 01604 493111 
e. andyj@actioncentresxo.uk 
Quote ref. kpoct04 



at King’s Park Conference Centre 

Northampton 

Home of many Church Family Retreats and National Christian Confer- 
ences over the past 1 5 years Hospitality for up to 150 guests. On-site 
sports facilities. Professional service and support with Christian care. 

Other centres: Pioneer/Shropshire, The Ranch/Snowdonia 
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COURSES TRAINING 



CO NFERENCES 



WORKSHOPS 




compiled by Clare Wenham 

October 2004 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and 
is designed to be hung on church or parish noticeboards. Please send 
your events in to the door®oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church 
House. The deadline for the November issue is Wednesday 13 October 






on 



OCTOBER 

Sat 2 HIGH WYCOMBE Nearly 
ppw, jumble sale, cake stall, 11am 
St Mary & St George Church, 
Rutland Ave. 01494 437800. 

Sun 3 TERRIERS Organ Recital 
on newly extended organ. Church 
of St Francis of Assisi, Amersham 
Rd. 3pm; free (collection), light 
refreshments. 01494 520676 or 
526346. 

Sun 3 WOKINGHAM Animal 
Welfare Sunday, Service of 
Thanksgiving for Creation and 
Blessing of Animals, All Saints’ 
Church 3pm. Preacher: Bishop of 
Reading. All creatures and people 
welcome; refreshments. 

Sun 3 WANTAGE Interdenom- 
inational Animal Blessing Service, 
Church of St John Vianney, 
Charlton Rd, 3pm. Bring your ani- 
mals or photos of them. 01235 
868516. 

Sun 3 OXFORD Kennington & 
District United Choirs Handel’s 
Messiah , Holywell Music Room, 
Holywell St. Free; collection for 
Farmoor Reservoir Pontoon Project 
(Sailing for Disabled). 01865 
735885. 

The 5 MILTON KEYNES ‘Child 
of Bethlehem’: Nidal Abu speaks 
on Christian Aid work in Israel and 



Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
7-9.30pm. 01865 246818. 

TUe 5 READING ‘Living with 
Leadership’ (CARE) event for 
women married to leaders in 
churches and other ministries; Anita 
Cleverly on Prayer in the Home. 
New Hope Community Church, 95 
York Rd, 8-1 Opm. 0118 957 1585. 
Fri 8 GROVE Around the World 
with Fair Trade, the Old Mill Hall 
6.30-9pm. Toys, jewellery, cloth- 
ing, stationery, coffee, etc. Buy or 
order. 01235 772280. 

Fri 8-Sun 10 MAIDENHEAD 
Flower Festival, All Saints’, Boyne 
Hill. Fri 2-6pm; Sat 10am-6pm; 
Sun 1 lam-6pm. Fri conceit 7.30pm: 
‘Songs from the Shows’. Sat concert 
7.30pm: IDMC Gospel Choir. Sun 
6pm Choral Evensong. Concert 
tickets 01628 621933. 

Sat 9 READING Librarians’ 
Christian Fellowship Annual Public 
Lecture, Jonathan Bartley ‘Let’s Get 
Political!’, 2.30-4.45pm, Conference 
Room, Reading International 
Solidarity Centre, 35-39 London St. 
020 8599 1310. 

Sat 9 NORTHWAY Evangelical 
Church. Christian Music Fellowship 
choir concert, 7.30pm. Tickets on 
door 07855 865194. 

Sat 9 NORTHCHURCH Choral 
Workshop, St Mary’s Church, 
10am-4pm. Tickets £10 per singer 
01525 220458. 

Sat 9 OXFORD Coffee Morning 



and Bring & Buy Sale in aid of 
Church Mission Society, St Andrew’s 
Church, Linton Rd 10.30am-12. £1 
inc. coffee. Talk on visit to Sinai. 

Sun 10 CIPPENHAM Autumn 
Fayre, St Andrew’s Shared Church, 
Washington Drive, 10am-2pm. 

Sun 10 DORCH ES TE R ‘Wisdom 
of Age’ Special Service of Celebration, 
Dorchester Abbey 3pm; care homes 
and housing associations invited to 
bring residents. Spiritual Care of 
Older People Project. 01367 870394. 
Fri 15 SANDHURST St Michael’s 
Church Choir Concert, ‘From Bach 
to Beades’. Free; donations to St 
Michael’s. 01252 890132. 

Sat 16 OXFORD RSCM Choral 
Workshop: Music for Holy 

Communion, Magdalen College 
School, 2-4. 15pm. 01865 863379. 
Sat 16 SANDHURST St Michael’s 
Church Autum Fair & Table Top 
Sale, Sandhurst Community Centre, 
Yorktown Rd. 01252 890132. 

Sat 16 AMERSHAM Introduction 
to St Athanasius, St Michael & All 
Angels Church 10am. £15. 01494 
583266. 

Sun 16 EAST HAGDOURNE Open 
weekend of arts and crafts and concert. 
Tickets on dooc 01235 815962 
Sun 17 DOR CHEST ER Oxford- 
shire County Harvest Festival 
Service, Dorchester Abbey 3pm. 

Fri 22-Sun 24 OXFORD 
Christian Life Centre Oxford third 
Annual Convention, Magdalen 



College School. 01865 772152. 

Fri 22 F1NGEST Healing service 
with anointing and laying on of 
hands at Holy Communion 
10.15am. 01491 571231. 

Sat 23 SHIPPON Second-hand 
Book Sale, St Mary Magdalene 
Church 10am-4pm. Refreshments. 
Sat 23 MILTON KEYNES One 
World Craft Fair, Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone 10.30am- 4.30pm. 
stalls for 8 organizations. 01908 
567436. 

Mon 25-Sat 30 ETON Windsor 
& Eton Opera, Mozart’s Magic 
Flute , Farrer Theatre, Eton 
College. Bookings 01753 880006. 
Sat 28 BEACONSF1ELD Light 
of Life’ Bible Reading Fellowship 
Quiet Day, Fitzwilliam Centre, 
10am-4pm, £16 inc. lunch. 01865 
319704. 



NOVEMBER 

Sat 6 HENLEY St Mary’s Church 
Choir, Brahms* Requiem , St 
Mary’s Church 7pm. Tickets £10 
Bell Book Shop, Henley, or at 
door. 01491 573651. 

Sat 13 FLACKWELL HEATH 
Vocations Breakfast 8.30am- 
12.30pm for all wishing to explore 
a sense of vocation. £3.50. 01494 
725228. 

Sat 13 INDCOT All Saints’ Advent 
Fail; Civil Hall, 1 lam-2 pm, stalls, 
games, refreshments. 01235 813244. 



Courses 



BookI for Social I 

19 Oct Church Action on Domestic 
Abuse, Diocesan Church House, 
10am-330pm £10 inc. lunch. 

30 Oct Preparing Couples for 
Marriage: training course for lay 
people and clergy led by Diocesan 
Marriage Support Group FLAME, 
Diocesan Church House, 10am- 
4pm; bring lunch. £10. 

6 Nov Sexuality: identity, conflict 
and pastoral care, with Jo Ind 
and Beau Stevenson. Thame 
Barns Centre, Thame, 9.30am- 
3.30pm; bring lunch. £10. 
Catherine Lemmon , Diocesan 
Church House, tel. 01865 208214. 

Children and Young People 

3 Nov 123 Alive Free Taster 
Evening (course 10, 24 Nov, 

I Dec, £12), St Lawrence Church 
Hall, Warborough, 7.45-9.45pm 
6 Nov Developing Godly Play 

I I Nov The Spirit of the Child 
13 Nov Introduction to Godly 
Play, Deddington C of E Primary 
School, 10am-4pm 

23 Nov Tweenagers: responding to 
and working with 9-13 year-olds. 
Diocesan Church House, 
7.45-9.45pm. 

Full details Valerie Hooley, 
Diocesan Church House, tel. 

01865 208257. 



Milton Keynes Training 

3, 10 Nov Who is Jesus? 

1 7 , 24 Nov Who is the Holy 
Spirit? 7.45-9.45pm, Bradwell 
Chapel, Loughton Rd, £5.50 per 
session. 

27 Nov Journeying with God 

Holy Cross Church, Two Mile 
Ash, 9am-lpm, £7.50. 

Milton Keynes Christian Training 
Course , Bradwell Chapel , Loughton 
Rd, Bradwell, Milton Keynes , 

MK13 9AA, tel. 01908 605892 , 
email mktraincom@aol.com. 

Cell Church 

1 1 Nov The Challenge of Cell 
Church The Chapel, Heyford Park, 
Upper Heyford, 9.30am-4pm. £6 
inc. lunch. 

Revd Keith Lamdm, Diocesan 
Church House , tel. 01865 208251. 



St Afeans A Oxford Ministry 
Cource 

2-30 Nov Secular Culture & 
Interfaith Issues 5 double sessions, 
7.05-920pm, £50 
2-30 Nov John’s Gospel 5 ses- 
sions, 8 .20-9 .2 Opm, £25 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon 
Gill Pratley, SAOMC, Diocesan 
Church House, tel. 01865 
208260. 
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Ton did not choose me, but I 
chose you and appointed you 
that you should go and bear 
fruit and that your fruit should 
abide; so that whatever you ask 
the Father in my name, he may 
give it to you .’ John 15:16 
Let us pray to God our Father, 
through Jesus the Son, and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit fon 

Fri 1 Abingdon Deanery. Our 
synod and its members, and our 
newly formed Task Force. All the 
mission taking place, especially 
our work with young people. Our 
parishes in interregnum and 
awaiting the induction of their 
new priests, Pam McKellum to 
Radley and Sunningwell, Josie 
Midwinter to Drayton. The town 
centre church of St Nicholas that 
has been plagued with vandalism, 
and the congregation’s efforts to 
keep it open and accessible. Area 
dean — John Cooper; synod lay 
chairman — Joanna Birkett; deaf 
chaplain — Ben Whitaker. 

Sat 2 Abingdon Team Ministry: 
clergy — Michael Goode. St 

Helen: clergy — Timothy Hewes. 
St Michael and All Angels: clergy 
— Peter Doll, Joseph Kennedy, 
Laura Hodges. St Nicolas: clergy 
— Peter, Joseph and Laura; licensed 
lay minister — Tony Richmond. 
Christ Church: clergy — Tim 
Davis, Peter Walker, Andrew 
Atherstone; licensed lay minis- 
tei — Barry Taylor; youth pas- 
tor — A. Murray. ‘Desire’, a town 
youth event at Christ Church 
Abingdon today. 

Sun 3 SEVENTEENTH 
SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

Abingdon Team Ministry. Christ 
Church on Long Furlong: clergy 
— Danny Wignall; licensed lay 
ministers — David Lever, Derek 



Walker, Anne Taylor Peachcroft 
Christian Centre: clergy — Stephen 
Godfrey; licensed lay minister — Ian 
Kemp. Shippon St Mary 
Magdalene: clergy — Christopher 
Seaman, Pauline Seaman. 

Mon 4 Cumnor St Michael, 
Farmoor St Mary, Dean Court St 
Andrew: clergy — Clive Gardner, 
Barbara Webb, David Wenham; 
licensed lay ministers — Eve 
Lockett, Terry Sharp, David 
Henderson Slater; new youth 
worker — Ruth Hulse. 
hie 5 Appleton St Laurence: 
clergy — Bob Penman, Hilary 
Watkins. Besselsleigh St Lawrence: 
clergy — Bob Penman. 

Wed 6 Fyfield with Tubney and 
Kingston Bagpuize: clergy — 
Keith Triplow. 

Thu 7 Kennington St Swithun: 
clergy — Terry Smith, Tony Johnson. 
Fri 8 Marcham All Saints: cler- 
gy — Eddie Shirras; pastoral assis- 
tant — Pamela Shirras. Radley 
with Sunningwell: churchwar- 
dens during vacancy. 

Sat 9 Wootton and Dry 
Sandford: clergy — John Cooper. 

Sun 10 EIGHTEENTH 
SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

Interdependence in team and 
group ministries and the cooper- 
ation of all parishes within their 
deaneries. 

Mon 11 Group ministry of 
Drayton, Steventon with Milton, 
Sutton Courtenay with Appleford. 
Drayton St Peter: churchwardens 
during vacancy; licensed lay minis- 
ter — Peter Barton. Steventon with 
Milton; clergy — Colin Patching; 
licensed lay ministers — Jack 
Jarvis, Tim Budd. Sutton 
Courtenay with Appleford: cler- 
gy — Helen Kendrick. 

The 12 Aston and Cuddesdon 
Deanery. Rural communities 



seeking to fulfil the principles of 
Sharing Life. The appointment 
of a team rector for Dorchester. 
All the blessings of Celebration 
Praise and lifelong growth as dis- 
ciples and in new ministries. 
Area dean — Andrew Hawken; 
synod lay chairman — P. 

Knatchbull- Hugessen. 

Wed 13 Benson St Helen: cler- 
gy — Andrew Hawken, J. Travis; 
licensed lay minister — J English. 
Chalgrove St Mary: clergy — Ian 
Cohen; licensed lay minister 
— Robert Heath- Whyte. 

Thu 14 Thame Valley team min- 
istry: clergy — Nick Stuart-Lee, 
Simon Brignall, Ian Mountford, 
Janet Hulett, Keith Weston, Simon 
Baynes, John Fieldsend, Raymond 
Copping; youth worker — Kev 
Clark. Thame St Mary the Virgin: 
licensed lay ministers — Caroline 
Baynes, Caroline McKeown, Paul 
Brigham, Geoffrey Rushman, Paul 
Gulley, John Wilson-Brown. 

Fri 15 Thame Barley Fiill. 
Towersey St Catherine: clergy — 
Ian Mountford; licensed lay minis- 
ter — Norman Lilley. Tetsworth St 
Giles, Adwell St Mary, South 
Weston St Laurence, Lewknor St 
Margaret, Stoke Talmage St Mary 
Magdalen, Wheatfield St Andrew: 
clergy — Simon Brignall. 

Sat 16 Garsington St Mary, 
Horspath St Giles: clergy — 
Richard Cowles. 

Sun 17 NINETEENTH 
[LAST] SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

All engaged in the healing of 
body, mind and spirit, as med- 
ical practitioners and in the 
Church’s ministry of healing, 
and those who provide centres 
for Christian healing. The 
Diocesan Adviser in Christian 
Healing — Hugh Kent. 



Mon 18 Luke the Evangelist. 
Hospital chaplains — Hilary 
Watkins, D. Jones, D. Nash, 
Stephen Bushell, Gill Barker, J. 
Chard, P. Smith, T. Wait, 
Andrew Coleby, D. Pritchard, 
Lee Rayfield, Carole Hough, 
Tim Clapton, Peggy Faithfull, 
Steven Barnes, B. Dagnall, M. 
Smith, B. Stevenson, E. Johnson, 
O. Howell, J. Cocke, Nick 
Fennemore, A. McGowan, 
Corinne Smith, Victoria Slater; 
Michael Sserunkuma, Judy Davies, 
Douglas Loveridge, Julie 
Cartwright, G. Harrison, S. 
Blagdon, Ian Adams, David Rice, 
A. Petit, J. Salter; Ainsley Swift, Ian 
Randall, George Repath, Ian Hunt, 
R. Woodhams. 

Tue 19 Chinnor, Sydenham, 
Aston Rowant and Crowell: cler- 
gy — Mike Lange-Smith, Joan 
Deval; licensed lay ministers — 
David Bartlett, David Higgott, 
Dennis Porter; Wendy Lange- 
Smith. 

Wed 20 Clifton Hampden St 
Michael and All Angels. Culham St 
Paul. Long Wittenham St Mary the 
Virgin with Little Wittenham St 
Peter: clergy — Edward Tildesley, 
David Winter 

Thu 21 Marsh Baldon St Peter 
and Toot Baldon St Lawrence 
with Nuneham Courtenay: cler- 
gy — Marcus Braybrooke. 

Fri 22 Newington St Giles, 
Stadhampton with Chiselhamp- 
ton St John the Baptist, 
Warborough St Laurence: cler- 
gy — Sue Booys; licensed lay min- 
isters — Roger Cutts, Brian 
Newey. 

Sat 23 Dorchester Team 
Ministry: clergy — vacancy, 

Myles Godfrey; licensed lay min- 
isters — David Gifford, Anthony 
Harman. 



Sun 24 LAST SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

One World Week and Bible 
Sunday. Those living in the Bible 
lands and those throughout the 
world who support the needy. 
Christian Concern for One 
World: chair — Colin Cockshaw. 
Those who promote and facili- 
tate access to Bibles; those giving 
guidance for reading it especially 
the Bible Reading Fellowship 
and the Bible Society based in 
the Diocese. 

Mon 25 Berinsfield St Mary 
and St Berin. Drayton St 
Leonard and St Catherine: clergy 
— Sandra Millar 
Tue 26 Wheatley Team 
Ministry: clergy — James 

Watson, Angela Butler, John 
Edmonds-Seal. Albury St Helen, 
Tiddington: churchwardens dur- 
ing vacancy. Cuddesdon All 
Saints: clergy — Richard Cowles, 
Mark Chapman. Garsington St 
Mary: clergy — Richard Cowles. 
Horspath St Giles: clergy — Richard 
Cowles. Waterperry St Mary the 
Virgin: churchwardens during 
vacancy. 

Wed 27 Wheatley Team 
Ministry: Beckley Assumption 
BVM: clergy — William Brierley; 
licensed lay minister — R. Dawber. 
Forest Hill St Nicolas: 
clergy — William Brierley; licensed 
lay minister — John Ingram. 

Horton-cum-Studley St Barnabas: 
clergy — William Brierley. Stanton 
St John, St John the Baptist: cler- 
gy — William Brierley, Brenda 
Knight. 

Thu 28 Simon and Jude. Wheatley 
Team Ministry: Waterstock St 
Leonard; clergy — Caroline King; 
licensed lay minister — Albert 

Eastham. Holton St Bartholomew 
[Local Ecumenical Partnership]: der- 
gy — Caroline King; licensed lay min- 



isters — Richard Bainbridge, Marian 
Brown. Wheatley St Mary the Virgin 
[LEP]: clergy — James Watson, 
Mark Williams; licensed lay minis- 
ter — Margaret Rosenthal. 

Fri 29 Ewelme, Brightwell 
Baldwin and Cuxham with 
Easington: clergy — Martin 

Gamer; licensed lay ministers — 
John Burbidge, George Cannon. 
Sat 30 Great Milton with 
Little Milton and Great Haseley: 
clergy — Victor Story. 

Sun 31 FOURTH SUNDAY 
BEFORE ADVENT 

Icknield, Britwell Salome St 
Nicholas, Pyrton St Mary and 
Shirbum All Saints, Swyncombe 
St Botolph: clergy — Christopher 
Evans, Angie Paterson; licensed 
lay minister at Watlington St 
Leonard — N. McLeish. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 
Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am 
Matins; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am 
Matins; 7.35am Holy 
Communion; 

6pm Evensong 
(Thursdays 5.35pm, Sung 
Eucharist 6pm). 
Wednesdays only: 

1 .05pm Holy Communion 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 
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Mel Gibson's Passion on 
the small screen 



by Natalie Abbott 

THE Passion of the Christ hit 
the headlines earlier this year, 
and at the height of its hype we 
heard many a review from the 
cinema-going public at large. 
But were their reactions largely 
a response to the film’s vast 
media attention and hi-tech, 
big-screen presentation? 

I was living in North America 
at the time, and despite the 
enthusiastic encouragement of 
Church leaders, prolific adver- 
tisements and startling trailers, 
I, like many, shied away from 
seeing the film on the big screen. 
But now that the DVD is out to 
rent (with its reassuring ‘pause’ 
button), and away from the 
madding crowds, how would a 
home viewing of the film com- 
pare? To this end, in the cold 
half-light of a September 
evening, I sat down in front of 
my crackly 12-inch TV, to 
watch the film for the first time. 

I soon realised that the film 
conveys a message far more 
powerful than the ‘stunning 



cinematography’ and ‘inspired 
performances’ billed on the 
glossy cover. It brings the 
events of the hours leading up 
to the crucifixion of Jesus into 
sharp focus, for the believer 
^nd sceptic alike; the terrors of 
the preceding night, the mock- 
ery of a trial, the barbarous 
torture, but also, the powerful 
forces at play, both human and 
‘unseen’, the resurrection, and 
the subsequent questions 
raised. This is made all the 
more poignant by the underly- 
ing knowledge that this is not 
just another Hollywood block- 
buster, but the undeniable 
events of history, no matter 
what you believe. 

Watching those last hours 
unfold on screen could not 
have stirred more emotion in 
me had I seen the events at 
first hand, although I was 
painfully and ironically aware 
of the fact that had I been 
there at the time, I, like the 
majority, would most likely 
have been amongst the heck- 
lers in the crowd instead of the 



mourners at his side. 

My own personal reaction, 
having been a Christian for 
many years with firm beliefs 
as to who Jesus was and is, 
was to cry throughout a large 
proportion of the film. I felt 
the stark reality of a story that 
I have read about in the Bible, 
understood and believe; yet 
perhaps never allowed myself 
to fully contemplate. 

Everyone’s reaction will be 
different, as it should be. But it is 
the reaction that is the key. For if 
Mel Gibson’s film is successful 
in only one aspect, I hope it is 
this; to raise enough emotion or 
interest in each viewer to pro- 
voke them to ask the fundamen- 
tal question that Jesus asked 
throughout his life ‘Who do you 
think I am?’ 

Is it a DVD that I would 
buy? Perhaps not. The Passion 
is a film that everyone should 
see, once. 

Natalie is Editorial Assistant 
for The Door. The Passion of 
the Christ DVD costs £16.99 



Bedtime readings for the very young 



I HAVE been hunting for the 
perfect bedtime story book 
since my son first became 
obsessed with books at about 
the age of nine months. We 
vary wildly between his baby 
Bible, which he loves, because 
he can point to all the animals, 
to the touchy-feely tractor 
book, which is another pas- 
sionate favourite but a little bit 
too active. 

My Very First Bedtime Story 
book offers gentle stories with a 
Christian theme, many based 
on contemporary child friendly 
versions of parables. Each story 



is just the right length, and each 
ends with a special goodnight 
blessing to say with your child. 
It introduces gently the idea of 
personal bedtime prayers and 
the stories are set in situations 
that toddlers will be familiar 
with, like nursery or the park. 

Our particular favourite is 
When Lion Gave a Party, which 
we have already read several 
times over. It has lovely illustra- 
tions of toys, which is good for 
children who like pointing and 
naming things! This is a perfect 
Christmas present or baptism 
present or just an anytime pres- 



ent for any parent who wants 
thought-provoking stories for 
the very young. 

Rebecca Pave ley 

The Door has three copies of 
My Very First Bedtime Book 
to give away . Send in your 
name, address and the age of 
the child who will receive the 
book to the usual address by 
October 20 

~ MY V ERY FIRST 
BEDTIME BOOK 




ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

► Economy dentures for senior citizens 

► Delicate chrome plates 

► Comfortable soft linings 
» Evening appointments 

► For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 





• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE. 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 



RADLEY COLLEGE 

Choristerships 




Radley College is looking for boys aged 
7 to 12 attending local schools to join 
the Chapel Choir 

If you have a son who enjoys singing, who 
would benefit from free theory, voice or 
instrumental tuition, and is able to come to 
Radley three times a week for tuition and 
rehearsals, please contact: 

Music School Administrator 
Tel: 01235 543034 • Fax: 01235 543166 
gjg@radley.org.uk 
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Nuggets of wisdom on 
nature and Scripture 



by Alister McGrath 

ONE of the most remarkable 
growth areas in theology dur- 
ing the last twenty-five years 
has been the exploration of 
the relation of Christian theol- 
ogy and the natural sciences, 
with Oxford emerging as a 
particularly significant centre 
of research, debate and discus- 
sion. One of the works which 
catalyzed this explosion of 
interest was published in 
1979, and is now reprinted in 
an expanded edition twenty- 
five years later. I remember 
attending Arthur Peacocke’s 
1978 Bampton Lectures when 
they were delivered, and 
appreciating at the time their 
considerable importance for 
Christian theology. Although I 
differ from Peacocke at sever- 
al points - as readers of my 
three volumed Scientific 
Theology (2001-3) and The 
Science of Theology (2004) 



will notice - Peacocke provid- 
ed me and many others with 
the intellectual stimulus that 
we needed to become involved 
in this emerging field. In 2001, 
he was awarded the 
Templeton Prize for Progress 
in Religion in recognition of 
his achievements. 

Peacocke’s Bampton lec- 
tures were published by 
Oxford University Press in 
1979, under the title Creation 
and the World of Science. This 
new twenty-fifth anniversary 
edition reproduces the origi- 
nal text of 1 979, while includ- 
ing updated bibliography and 
a brief account of Peacocke’s 
current thinking on the ques- 
tions he discusses - especially 
the important question of how 
God can be said to act in the 
world. The work still reads 
remarkably well, and could 
still be used as an introduction 
to the general field of the rela- 
tion of science and theology. It 



contains many nuggets of wis- 
dom on a variety of topics, 
such as Christian approaches 
to ecology, the ‘two books’ 
(nature and Scripture), and 
the place of humanity in cre- 
ation. It is warmly recom- 
mended to readers of The 
Door interested in this 
important field. 

Alister McGrath is Professor of 
Historical Theology, Oxford 
University, and Director of the 
Oxford Centre for Evangelism 
and Apologetics, based at 
Wycliffe Hall. 



A.R.PEACQ QKE 
CREATION AND 
THE WORLD OF 
SCIENCE: T HE 
RESHAPING OF 
BELIEF 
O X F ORD 
UNIVERSITY 
PRESS 
£14 .99 
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Modern Clear Span & Traditional Marquees 

Dance Floor, Tables, Chairs for any occasion 

• Weddings • Parties • Exhibitions 
• Corporate Events 

Free Advice and Site Survey 
24 Hour Service 

Tel: 01527 892731 Mobile: 07710 611243 

www.ridgewaymarquees.com 
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the Door closes 





‘The thing to remem- 
ber about doing some- 
thing for the first time, 
is that you will only 
do it for a first time once? These 
were words of encouragement 
from an experienced priest as I 
prepared to lead and preach for 
the first time last month. ‘First 
night’ nerves are intense and 



VIEW FROM THE 
PARISH 



nerves are 
somewhat exhausting, but in a 
new job, a new parish, with new 
responsibilities, so much of what 
I am doing is for the first time. 

Leading Sung Evensong was 
probably my most terrifying first. 
It is not a service I am used to, and 
the prospect of singing unfamiliar 
chants, unaccompanied, in front 
of a congregation (when normal- 
ly the only solo singing I do is in 
the shower!) was nerve wracking 
to say the least. But after a hunt 
for the music (I have now 
informed Mark (Mark Deamley, 
vicar) that the music is indeed 
written down, it is not simply 
genetic!), and numerous prac- 
tices in my study, the service was 
a success. I think I got through it 
on the adrenaline nerves pro- 
duce, encouraging nods from the 
Church Warden in the choir, and 
a sense of humour! 

However whilst the first sung 
evensong is under my belt, there 
are still so many firsts to come. 
Part of me would like to pretend 
that this is not the case and pres- 
ent myself as a fully competent, 
well-practised minister. Is this, I 
have wondered, simply an under- 



by Em Coley , , , . . 

— standable desire to 
be professional or 
is there something 
more to it? If I am 
honest, part of this desire is a 
defence mechanism, a means by 
which I can set myself apart from 
ordinary mortals, avoid making 
the mistakes that so naturally 
occur when doing new things, 
and therefore avoid potential 
humiliation. 

I am convinced, however, 
that this desire has no part in 
the ministry of a deacon, or 
indeed of anyone in church 
leadership. For, while Jesus was 
spared the embarrassment of 
dropping the 



communion 
wine, getting the names wrong 
at a wedding (or worse a funer- 
al) or getting a stiletto heel 
stuck in the grate of the church 
floor, his entire ministry was 
one of humility: ‘And being 

found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself and 
became obedient to death - 
even death on a cross!’ 
(Philippians 2:8) 

As newly ordained deacons, 
therefore, we have a great exam- 
ple to follow of one who never 
attempted to set himself higher 
than others, but rather was will- 
ing to suffer the greatest humili- 
ation of all. With his great sacri- 
fice in mind, I for one am willing 
to be a fool for Christ. 
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Patriotism and sacrifice 

The hymn ‘I vow to thee my country’ was recently described as heretical by the Bishop of Hulme, 
on the grounds that a Christian's ultimate commitment is to God not to the nation state. Gerry 
Hanson, from Iver Heath, Bucks looks afresh at the words and defends its writer, Cecil Spring Rice. 



PATRIOTISM often gets a bad press, 
being mistakenly linked to nationalism, 
jingoism and even xenophobia, but the 
true definition of patriotism as ‘the love 
of one’s country and a willingness to 
defend its freedom’ is a noble characteris- 
tic. Certainly, that has been the view of 
many famous poets and in some cases their 
patriotic poems have eventually turned 
into hymns. Famously, ‘Jerusalem’ by 
William Blake is one example of this genre; 
it combines phrases taken from the Bible 
(as for example, ‘Chariots of Fire’, which is 
taken from the Second Book of Kings) with 
Blake’s own mystical imaginings. It was writ- 
ten as a poem with no thought of being used 
as a hymn, and it was nearly a century after 
Blake’s death that the poet Robert Bridges 
suggested to Hubert Parry that it should be 
set to music. Parry’s magnificent tune turned 
it into one of our best loved hymns, earning 

x He viewed it in terms of the 
Christian idea of sacrifice, as he 
told his audience when he made a 
speech in Ottawa on his way home 
from the States' 



it the place of our second national anthem. 

The same is true of ‘I vow to thee, my 
country’, which the diplomat and poet 
Cecil Spring Rice wrote in 1908 while he 
was serving in the British Embassy in 
Stockholm. ‘Ubs Dei’ or ‘The Two 
Fatherlands’ (the title of Spring Rice’s 
poem) explores the theme that a 
Christian is a citizen of two countries, his 
own and the heavenly kingdom and, 
indeed, the first verse would have less 



value if it was not related to the second. 
Spring Rice went to Washington in 1912 
as Ambassador and is credited with doing 
much to influence Woodrow Wilson’s 
government to abandon its neutrality and 
join Britain and the Empire in the war 
against Germany. When the Americans 
did enter the war, Cecil Spring Rice was 
recalled and replaced by a member of the 
War Cabinet. Shortly before his depar- 
ture in January 1918, he recast his 
Stockholm poem, and altered significantly 
the first verse which had glorified war in its 
almost belligerent patriotism. The experi- 
ences of the past four years altered his atti- 
tudes. Despite this, the first verse is often 
criticised. In particular, the line ‘The love 
that asks no questions’ is considered to 
imply a blind, uncritical patriotism ‘my 
country right or wrong* but that was not 
how Spring Rice saw it. He viewed it in 
terms of the Christian idea of sacrifice, as 
he told his audience when he made a 
speech in Ottawa on his way home from 



the States. ‘The Cross is a sign of patience 
under suffering, but not patience under 
wrong. The Cross is the banner under 
which we fight - the Cross of St George, the 
Cross of St Andrew, the Cross of St Patrick 
- different in form, in colour, in history, yes, 
but the same spirit, the spirit of sacrifice’, he 
said. Aged only 58, Spring Rice died short- 
ly after making that Ottawa speech - a 
great loss to the world of diplomacy as well 
as the world of literature. 

Some seven years later, Gustav Holst set 
the words to music, using the tune Jupiter 
from his Planets suite. Spring Rice’s 
daughter had earlier attended St Paul’s 
School where she was in the same class as 
Imogen Holst, daughter of Gustav who 
was director of music at the school. It is 
almost certainly that connection which 
caused Holst to set it to music and for it to 
become the much loved hymn we sing 
today, lauding that ‘other country’ whose 
ways ‘are ways of gentleness and whose 
paths are paths of peace’. 
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T have learned to be con- 
tent with whatever I have’ 
Philippians 4:11 

Perhaps the loveliest of all 
God’s gifts to us humans - 
and also, to our shame, the 
most rarely cherished - is 
contentment. We certainly 
live in a constantly discon- 
tented society, in which we 
are all tempted constantly to 
wish that things were ‘better’, 
by which we usually mean 
financially. Simply listening to 
people talking on the bus, in 
the shops or at social events 
confirms that most of us are 
less than contented with our 
lot. We could do with a better 
car, a nicer house, a larger 
garden or, of course, one of 
those television make-overs. 
And this from one of the most 
privileged generations in 
human history! So St Francis 
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THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



of Assisi, whose feast day 
falls this month, is both rele- 
vant and an irritant for the 
people of the affluent West. 
We are in favour of his love 
of animals - look what we 
spend on our pets! But we are 
rather thrown by his exalta- 
tion of poverty and its bless- 
ings. Why did he feel the need 
to give away everything he 
possessed, even his fine 
clothes? And how could he 
see poverty as something to 
be embraced rather than 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism, a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Making Sense of the 
BiUe(Lion). 



resisted at all costs? 

Perhaps these words of St 
Paul, especially when read in 
their context, provide the 
answer. The true blessing is 
not poverty itself (poverty can 
be ugly, undignified and cruel) 
but contentment. ‘I know 
what it is to have little’, he 
says, ‘and I know what it is to 
have plenty. In any and all cir- 
cumstances I have learned the 
secret of being well-fed and of 
going hungry, of having plen- 
ty and of being in need. I can 
do all things through him who 
strengthens me’. 

He would say, and doubt- 
less Francis would heartily 
agree, that those who know 
the riches of faith and the 
treasures of love have an 
inner strength, a spiritual 
wealth, that is more valuable 
than any number of cher- 
ished possessions. 
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